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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
- by Mildred Saunders - 


As HLA is looking forward to an interesting (and crowded) annual meeting, 
it seems wise to touch on the highlights of the past year in the JOURNAL. 


The Special and Reference Section continues to be the most active sub- 
division of HLA. Besides its summer meeting, open to the entire membership and 
featuring a talk by Mr. Donald Clark, Librarian of the Harvard School of Business, 
it has held monthly meetings covering a variety of professional topics. It has 
also published and distributed to its members a directory of special and refer- 
ence libraries in Honolulu, describing their collections, their hours, and rules 
and regulations. Kenneth Slack, Section Chairman, informs us that a few copies 
are available for other libraries. 


In January, the Children's Section sponsored an open meeting at the Palama 
Settlement Music School. After a delightful curtain-raiser in the form of a 
group of island songs, sung by thirty or forty demure little girls, Mr. John 
Kelly discussed his forthcoming book of folk songs of the Pacific. He appealed 
to the librarians present for help in choosing a tormat suitable for use in the 
schools. The evening proved too short for such an undertaking and, at his re- 
quest, the Executive Committee has authorized a special committee, under the 
chairmanship of Ruth Powell, to help him iron out publication problems. 


Charlotta Hoskins' Library Education Committee's work will receive its 
reward in a workshop to be conducted by Mary Peacock Douglas at the University 
of Hawaii this summer. In February, your Executive Committee appointed another 
special Education Committee, under the chairmanship of Margaret Holden, to ex- 
plore the school library situation, particularly the recommendations in the 
Odell Report, and to see what action HLA should take. 


The Membership and Recruiting Committee investigated the possibility of 
various types of libraries accepting senior Girl Scouts as volunteer library 
aides. This has been done successfully on Maui and seems a good way of intro- 
ducing girls to librarianship. Chairman Yvonne Smith also took part in Career 
Day at Farrington High School. 


Jessie Larsen's Legislative Committee has been quietly checking up on the 
gap between Mainland and Territorial library salaries and the effects of the 
last legislature's appropriation for libraries, and is prepared to go full steam 
ahead in the coming legislative year. The ccmmittee would like HLA members to 
be aware of all the ways in which they can help improve library standards and 
salaries and increase support of public libraries. Salaries are now again below 
mainland figures, which makes recruitment difficult, and also retention of per- 
sonnel. Investigation of salaries should continue, they feel; and also efforts 
to encourage civil service to raise librarians’ job ranking. Budget for our 
public libraries was still short on staff needs, book cost, and other much 
needed funds. The committee urges all members to contact Republicans and Demo- 
crats from the precinct level on up. Letters to candidates, editors, and anyone 
who can be interested in these problems, as well as personal contacts from us 
and our friends, will help. 


The Hawaiiana Section always speaks promptly and effectively for itself in 
its regular publication of an Hawaiian bibliography. 
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Jean Stevens and her Publications Committee are busily working underground, 
like so many moles, and should burst into view, before too long, with a new 
edition of the Union List of Serials. 





One of HLA's hardest working committees, Suzanne Starr's committee to plan 
HLA's contribution to the ALA Post-Conference Tour to Hawaii, will be represented 
elsewhere in this JOURNAL. 


As this goes to press, Eleanor Davis is acting as a one-man committee to 
contact Mrs. Wayne Collins of KGMB and perhaps arrange a TV program on Castle & 
Cooke's "Life of the Land’ for National Library Week. HLA's other efforts have 
been directed to acting as a go-between for the National Committee and the 
County Committees. 


eke A WORD ABOUT ALA wee 
- by Alice Covell - 


Are you an ALA member? ALA works for the advancement of the library pro- 
fession through improved standards, better salaries, better education and better 
recognition. This is a program for which ALA needs members for their energy, 
enthusiasm and for their financial support. It is important that anyone in the 
library field, including trustees, be members, Contact your ALA representative, 
Alice Covell, in the Children's Room of the main Library of Hawaii in Honolulu 
(502921) or at the HLA dinner meeting on March 28. 


kek TWO MEMORIALS behead 
- Authorized by the HLA Board - 


The Executive Board of the Hawaii Library Association directs that the 
following memorials be placed in our records and published in the HLA JOURNAL, 
and that a copy be sent to the families concerned: 


- MARY PRINGLE - 


To Mary Pringle, a gallant librarian whose courage and wonderful sense of 
humor carried her through many trying years. 


Miss Pringle was Associate Librarian at the University of Hawaii from 1922 
to 1928 and Chief Librarian until her retirement in 1943. She saw the library 
grow from one room and a small office in Hawaii Hall, to its own building; its 
holdings increase from about 32,000 volumes to nearly 152,000 volumes. 


We who worked with her know her loyal devotion to the University and the 
Library. . No expenditure of time and energy was too great, as she strove to 
develop a collection that could serve the needs of an ever expanding university 
community. We appreciated her interest in, and thoughtfulness for her staff, 
and her understanding of its foibles. She will be remembered for many years by 
her fellow librarians and faculty friends for her warm personality, her tact and 
patience and great interest in daily living. - Euphie G. M. Shields. 








d 





- GERALDINE KATHRYN MILNE - 


We note with deepest regret the passing of our good friend Geraldine Milne, 
who died of cancer on January 5, 1958, at age forty-seven. 


She had served HLA as secretary, and had worked on many important committees. 
At the time of her death she was ALA Councilor for Hawaii, and chairman for the 
ALA Post-Conference tour. She had often served as our delegate to national li- 
brary conventions, taking leis and greetings from the Islands, and coming back 
to report on the meetings, and the mainland libraries she visited, 


She gave so much to the community, as president of the Honululu League of 
Women Voters, chairman of adult education at the YWCA, president of the Catholic 
Library Society, and active member of many other groups, that she counted her 
friends by the dozen, , 


She served the Library of Hawaii as Order Librarian, as Head of Reference 
and Loan, and finally as the first Director of Adult Services at the main li- 
brary. As a division head she never lost the human touch she learned as a small 
town children's librarian in Wisconsin, and a branch librarian in Indiana. She 
knew what people liked to read, listened to their problems, made friends with 
their families. To her staff she was no remote personnel official, but a very 
human, friendly guide and director. In their own words, "She was just nice." 
"She was a woman with a heart.’ ‘She cared about her girls, and wanted every- 
thing to'go right."’ There were flowers in her hospital room from people in all 
walks of life, and the large memorial book fund established for her at the 
Library of Hawaii shows the affection and respect she inspired. 


Her fellow workers will not forget the integrity and intelligence she 
brought to her duties, She did not know how to do a second-rate job; she al- 
ways gave her best to any task. Witness her amazing college career, when she 
worked her way through the University of Wisconsin and helped support an invalid 
mother while winning high honors and a Phi Beta Kappa key. She had the scholar's 
respect for facts, and the reference librarian's ability to assemble and use them. 


Yet though we admire her achievements, we shall miss her most of all as a 
friend, who brought a first-rate miad to help solve our problems, a keen sense 
of humor to share our jokes, and a gift for friendship that brightened our days, 
In those last hard months she set an example of incredible courage and patience. 
It is good to have known some one who faced life and death so bravely. 


To her brother and family we send all our sympathy. Here in Hawaii we will 
keep her memory green. 


"Nune quieti sumus, ut fuimus. Cura relicta, vale et tu." - C. Colegrove 


Signed, for the Board, 
Mildred Saunders 


President, Hawaii Library 
Association 








-NEWS OF MEMBERS - 


a ee re ec a a a a a Margaret Titcomb 


Probably there is no solution to the problem of expansion in libraries. 
People will want to continue to read and study, more scientists are born every 
minute - scientists, and artists, and just little students, and mere readers. 
What will become of us in the future, with space being ever more precious? 
Shall we eventually be a vast population of microfilm readers - no room for 
books? This stupendously philosophical and imaginative thought is my intro- 
duction to telling you the glad news that Bishop Museum Library will acquire a 
few more stacks this year, “delivery in three months." The prospect - except 
for the moving: - is delightful. 


HAWAII COUNTY LIBRARY ee a eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


For quite some time members of the Managing Board have talked of visiting 
Branches of the Library. January 2lst and 22d those visits were made. Those 
free to make the trip were Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Spalding, Mrs. Harry Irwin, wife 
of the late Chairman of the Board, Mrs. Merrill Carlsmith, Miss Margaret Ship- 
man and Mr. George Wong. Mrs. Willocks and Miss Brice of the library staff 
accompanied them. During the two day trip, which completely circled the island, 
visits were made at the Honokaa, Kohala, Waimea, Holualoa, Kona and Pahala 
branches. Since all of these branches are at a considerable distance from 
Hilo, few Board members were familiar with any of them. All were impressed by 
the work being accomplished in them, as described by their custodians and as 
seen in those visited while they were open. Observing classes from nearby 
schools and other patrons in the Branches naturally made their use more vivid 
than just description. The need for more space in the Kona Branch and for a 
complete new building at Pahala is now fully appreciated. 


HONOLULU COUNTY MEDICAL LIBRARY . . . . . «© «© © «© © «© «+ Ethel Hill 


Plans for the new library building are going forward - slowly but surely. 
The grounds between the Mabel Smyth Building and the Harkness Home have been 
agreed upon as the library site, and the architect is working on preliminary 
drawings. A fund-raising campaign is under way, and some of our doctors have 
already made generous contributions. It is the hope of the Library Board that 
we will be able to have a building spacious enough to meet our projected re- 
quirements far into the future. * * * Several thousand medical journals were 
recently shipped through the Asia Foundation to the State University of North 
Sumatra. A letter of acknowledgment and appreciation was received from the 
Indonesian representative of the Foundation, and he assures us that this ma- 
terial will be of great value to the medical students at the University. 


Mrs. Hill spent the holidays with her family in Seattle, and drove across 
the state to visit old friends in Pullman, Rosalia, and Spokane around Christ- 
mas time. Snow was piled deep through Snoqualmie Pass, and the skiers were out 
on the mountain slopes, having a wonderful time. On the way back to Honolulu, 
Mrs. Hill stopped over in Portland, and while there was taken on a tour of the 
new University of Oregon Dental School and the new hospital. 


HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS a ee ee oe ee ee Oi-Yung Chow 


In January, 1958, Miss Marion Morse retired from active service at the 
Honolulu Art Academy Library. In her 3l years with the Library she has developed 
an important collection of some 15,000 cataloged volumes and has rendered in- 
valuable service as consultant and researcher to the Academy staff and to 
visiting scholars. Assuming her post as librarian is Oi-Yung Chow. 
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KAUAI RUBLIC LIBRARY .. . »© © «© © © © © © © © © Mary M. Spillner 


Plans for remodeling and enlarging Kauai's central library building in 
Lihue, which has been overcrowded for some years, are now underway. The Trust- 
ees of the Kauai Public Library Association, Ltd., the owners oi the building, 
have appointed a Building Committee from their membership to work with our li- 
brarian, Mrs. Thelma Hadley, and the architects on the planning. Various li- 
brary staff members have contributed suggestions of desired changes for their 
respective departments. Additional space in the library will be gained by the 
construction of a mezzanine floor over the present stack area and work room and 
the enclosure of portions of the existing lanai. 


Several staff changes will take place in the near future. Mrs. Edna Karczag, 
now librarian at Kapaa Branch, will replace Mrs. Mary Spillner as Catalog Li- 
brarian on April 1. Mrs. Spillner leaves March 21 with her husband for a two 
months' trip in Europe, and will spend another month on the mainland. Since 
there is no replacement for Mrs. Karcvag at Kapaa Branch, Mrs. Spillner will take 
over there August 1 on a half-time basis. * * * Mrs. Betsy Cunningham, our book- 
mobile librarian, is leaving the staff May 1, as she and Mr. Cunningham are moving 
to Honolulu. * * * Miss Mildred Balfour will start work March 1 as Librarian 
Aid in charge of the Circulation Desk at Lihue. Mrs. Balfour formerly worked in 
the Maui County Library. 


LIBRARY OF HAWAIT . . . . «© © © © © © © © © © «© Jane Waldron 


Library events. In December the new Bookmobile arrived and is being named 
through a contest open to everyone. Another new addition to the rear of the main 
library will be a quonset hut planned for housing bookmobile books and storage 
of books for the Friends' booksale. Ccntral registration is being eliminated 
from the system. The new green vinyl tile floor in the main library first floor 
and offices will be highlighted by new lighting fixtures planned for installation 
in time for the post-convention tour visitors from San Francisco in July. ‘The 
Kalihi-Palama Branch was forced to close during November, December and part of 
January early in the evening, because of the uncontrollable teen-age patrons. 
They reopened only with the aid of community volunteers, who do "police" duty. 
Waikiki Branch instituted a story hour for pre-school children with tremendous 
response. 





Staff News. Helen Bevens resigned as librarian of the Kailua Branch fol- 
lowing the birth of a baby girl in November. New librarian of the branch is 
Mrs. Ruth Hai, transferring from Catalog Division and Hawaiian Room. She in- 
herits the problem of how the question of a site for the new building will be 
settled. Her husband, Andre Marie Tao-Kim-Hai, had a delightful article published 
in the New Yorker, Sept. 28, 1957, entitled "Orientals are stoic." Jeanne Scott's 
husband transferred to Kohala, Hawaii, and she left her position of Waipahu Branch 
librarian to be inherited by Esther Nekomoto. Another inter-island transfer has 
resulted in Betty King now being a member of the main library children's room 
staff, having come over from Maui. 


MAUI COUNTY FREE LIBRARY te me Oe et es a Oe ee ee ee ee Lucille K. Berg 


On November 1, Joyce Hamerly took over the position of Extension Librarian, 
and also has charge of work with Young Adults. Her place in charge of the Book- 
mobile was taken by Mrs. Catherine MacMillan, as Library Assistant. These changes 
took place after the resignation of Ruth Itamura, who left Maui in September. For 
those who know Ruth, we include her current address: 556 Mt. Prospect Ave., 








Newark, New Jersey. * * * Miss Elizabeth King (Betty, to you) went to the 
Library of Hawaii in January, from the Lahaina Branch Library on Mavi. Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Lindley, who has been a member of the Maui County staff a number of 
times in the past, is now in charge of the Lahaina Branch. 


Re your suggestions for HLA JOURNAL, a Maui staff member sugsests a "Most 
Embarrasing Moment" department. Short funny incidents, or questions, which nay 
or may not pertain to library work. Her contribution: "When I lived in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, I used to take the street car to work. Once in a blue moon someone 
would give me a lift. One very icy, snowy morning, as I waited at the usual 
corner, a car started to slow up just as it approached the corner. I looked 
expectantly at the driver. When he stopped the car, I thought, ‘What luck!' 

As I grabbed for the handle of the door, the driver said, ‘I was just going to 
turn here.,' He turned the other way and I decided not to accept any more lifts 
unless someone: beat me over the head." 





Or Library Episodes, such as: ‘Remember the day you worked to find just 
the right books for that nice woman who seemed so patient about her children's 
reading? After rejecting one or two, she calmly remarked, ‘You see, my children 
are sub-normal.' You woke up, of course, to the fact that they weren't her 
children, but hers for the day in a slow-learning group. * * * Or the day 
when a phone inquiry came for Mr. X. 'He's reading in the D.A.R. Genealogy 
Room. You can't miss him - he's gray-haired and very handsome.’ You asked a 
couple of the few men in that room; no luck. Back to the phone for a second try 
with Mrs. X. You went back and found him - the one man in the entire room whom 
you had thought unnecessary to ask." 





SPECIAL AND REFERENCE SECTION . . . . . . +. + «+ « « « Kenneth Slack 


We have had a very full year with good attendance and well-planned programs 
arranged by Mrs. Rachel P. Comba and Mrs. Jessie C. Larsen. Our greatest accom- 
plishment was the publication of a directory of special libraries and special 
collections in the territory, which should be a useful tool for researchers. 
Credit for this goes to Mrs. Mary Matsuoka, who was chairman, and her committee 
of Mrs. Comba, Charlotta M. Hoskins, and Eleanor F. Y. Chong. 


Our programs began in May in Mrs. Comba's Municipal Reference Library.~ Mr. 
Hung Dau Ching, who is in charge of personnel work in territorial offices, showed 
a movie entitled "Supervision, training, and human relations," followed by a dis- 
cussion, ' * * * Qur next meeting was held in the Supreme Court Law Library, with 
Mrs. Mary Helen Weaver as hostess, and Mrs. Comba leading the discussion on "Forms 
used by various libraries to report phases of library services." In July we met 
in Elizabeth J. Norton's library at Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Co., where 
Margaret Holden led the discussion on "Weeding the collection." 


Our. August meeting was a rather special dinner meeting with all HLA members 
invited to hear Donald Clark of'the Baker Business Library of Harvard University 
talking on "Getting things done by and through people."' * * * In September we 
met in the U.H. Library to enjoy Margaret Titcomb's slidefilms and talk on Tahiti, 
where she was a guest of the explorer Bengt Danielsson, of Kon-Tiki fame, *.* * 
The October. meeting was held in Municipal Reference Library with Mrs. Comba 
leading a discussion of "Library statistics."" * * * Hurricane Nina cancelled out 
our November meeting and the flu and holidays prevented a December meéting, but 
in January we were at Hawaiian Telephone Co. where Mrs. Larsen provided a tape 


recording of Dr. Hayakawa talking on ‘'Improving communication in human relations," 


* * * Mrs. Helen Griggs of the DPI A-V services was our February hostess and 
speaker, on the topic "Exhibits and bulletin boards and how to make them." * * * 
At our last meeting in March we shall install new officers and see the film, 
"Planning a library." 
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UNIVERS ITY OF HAWAII . ° . 7 . . . . . « 7 + . . Euphie Sh ields 


Mrs, Oi-Yung Chow resigned at the end of December as Head of the Circula- 
tion Department. She is now librarian at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, * * * 
Phyllis Yap vacationed on the mainland over the Christmas holidavs. Her travels 
took her as far off as Oklahoma, Arkansas and Missouri. * * * Dr, Hiroko Ikeda, 
formerly on the staff of the East Asiatic Library at the University of California, 
Berkeley, joined our staff last September as Curator of the Oriental Collection. 
She is also assistant professor of Japanese. Apologies to Dr. Ikeda for not in- 
cluding this in our news in the fall issue of the JOURNAL! 


kk * 
DIRECTORY SUPPLEMENT ... ec 26 e« © e« -« Elna Barrett and Jane Waldron 
Officers: - President - Mildred Saunders 


Vice-president and President-elect - Margaret Holden 
Secretary - Agnes Conrad 

Treasurer - Elna Barrett 

Members at large - Rachel Comba, Yvonne Smith 


Section Chairmen:- Children's and Elementary Schools - Ruth Powell 
Hawaiian - Bernice Judd, Clare Murdoch 
Secondary Schools - Flora Scott 
Special and Reference - Kenneth Slack 





Committee Chairmen: - 
Directory - Elna Barrett 
Education - Margaret Holden 
Legislative - Jessie Larsen 
Library Education - Charlotta Hoskins 
Membership and Recruiting - Yvonne Smith 
Nominating - Eleanor Davis 
Post-Conference Tour - Sue Starr 
Public Relations - Margaret Holden 
Publications - Jean Stevens 
Regional Chairman, ALA Membership ~- Alice Covell 
Scrapbook - Rachel Comba 





- MEMBERSHIP CHANGES - 


Island of Hawaii 


WESSEL, Janet A., Mrs. (H.W.) 
50 Koula St., Hilo, Hawaii 
Young People's Libn, Hawaii Co. Library 





Island of Oahu (Mail address for Lanikai librarians is now Kailua, T.H.) 





AYLETT, Eleanor, Mrs. (Jack T.) BROESTL, John A. 
229 Lanipo Dr., Kailua, T.H. Minnesota Historical Society 
Libn Aid, Kailua Br., L of H Cedar and Central Sts., St. Paul l, 


Minn. (Former Base Libn, Hickam AFB) 
BEVENS, Helen, Mrs. (Don) 
1585 Aalapapa Dr., Kailua BUCHMAN, Pauline F., Mrs. 
Housewi fe 47-770 Lamaula Rd., Kaneohe, T.H. 
Libn Aide, Hawaiian Telephone Co. 








CAPPS, Marcia 
2065 Lanihuli Dr., Honolulu 14 
Pacific & Asian Affairs Council 


CHOW, Oi-Yung, Mrs. (Y.C.) 
2726 Tantalus Dr., Honolulu 
Libn, Honolulu Academy of Arts 


DUNCAN, Lucile, Mrs. (Cloyd) 
1914 Eames St., Wahiawa, T.H. 
Asst Libn, Schofield Barracks Post 


ENEQUIST, Jacqueline, Mrs. (Nils) 
1547 Ala Wai Blvd., #228, Honolulu 15 
Adult Bookmobile Libn, L of H 


FITZPATRICK, Margaret, Mrs. (James) 
Maine State Library, Augusta, Me. 
Former cataloger, L of H 


GOWEN, Helene B. 

Post Library, APO 957 

Schofield Barracks, Local, Oahu 
Post Libn and USARPAC Staff Libn 
Schofield Barracks Post Library 


HAI, Ruth, Mrs. (Andre Tao Kim) 
1507 Aalapapa Dr., Kailua 
Head of Kailua Br., L of H 


HALSTED, Clarissa H., Mrs. 
3212 Loulu St., Honolulu 14 
Libn, Kam Schools Prep Dept 


HOLDEN, Margaret E. 

2503 Manoa Rd., Honolulu 14 

Research Libn, Legislative Reference 
Bureau, University of Hawaii 


HOSKINS, Charlotta M. 
3212 Loulu St., Honolulu 14 
Libn, HSPA Experiment Station 


IKEMOTO, Momoe 
1140 Piikoi Pl., Honolulu 
Cataloger, L of H 


JABUREK, Mary, Mrs. (Frank C.) 
1382 Kehaulani Dr., Kailua 
Libn, Kailua Elementary School 


KING, Elizabeth 
1566 Wilder Ave., Honolulu 14 
Children's Libn, L of H 


LUDWIG, Elva D. 
Box 270, Tripler Army Hospital 
APO 438, % P.M., San Francisco, Calif. 
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MATTHEWS, Lois, Mrs. (William J.) 

719 Kanaha St., Kailua 

Housewife (former acting head of Kailua 
Branch, Library of Hawaii) 


MENG, Florence L., Mrs. 
28 Pulelehua Way, Honolulu 
Head of Order Section, L of H 


MILNE, Geraldine - deceased 


MIYAMOTO, Duke, Mr. 
1820-D Dole St., Honolulu 14 
World Book Representative 


MORSE, Marion 
2140 Lanihuli Dr., Honolulu 
Former Libn, Honolulu Academy of Arts 


NEWMAN, Margaret E. 
3653 Tantalus Dr., Honolulu 14 
HONORARY 


PETERSON, Rachel Helene 
1414 Mokulua Dr., Kailua 
Sabbatical leave 


PETRIS, Maxine, Mrs. (Peter) 
1700 Makiki St., Apt. 209, Honolulu 14 
Libn, Koko Head Elementary School 


PRINGLE, Mary - deceased 


RAMALU, Jaya L. 
2629 Haili Rd., Honolulu 13 
Libn Asst, Extension Divn, L of H 


RONNINGEN, Johan, Mr. 

304 McCr-ndless Bldg., 925 Bethel St. 
Honolulu 13 

Libn, Bartholomew.and Associates 


SCOLLON, R. C., Jr. 
Pacific and Asian Affairs Council 
2014 University Ave., Honolulu 14 


SCOTT, Jeanne, Mrs. (Adam F,) 
Hawi, Hawaii 
Former Libn, Waipahu Br., L of H 


SILVERMAN, Violet A., Mrs, (Arthur) 
185 Aumoe Rd., Kailua 
HONORARY 


SOUZA, Blase, Mrs. (Alfred P.) 
5180 Nohu St., Honolulu 16 
Libn, Aina Haina School 





XUM 


ua 


XUM 





11 


STARK, Vivian . TRIGIANI, Ida, Mrs. (Anthony J.) 
1731 Kaioo Dr., #401, Honolulu Gone to mainland - no address 
lst Asst, _ Catalogs Section, L of H 

VISCO, Carmela 
STARR, Susanne 1826 Kalakaua Ave., Apt. 10 
4825 B-3 Kahala Ave., Honolulu 15 Honolulu 15 
Director of Extension Work, L of H 

WEAVER, Mary Helen, Mrs. (Samuel P.) 
TITCOMB, Margaret % Supreme Court Library 
3653 Tantalus Dr., Honolulu 14 Honolulu 
Libn, Bernice P. Bishop Museum 

WEDEMEYER, May 
TOM, Chow Loy ’ 3853 Maunaloa Ave., Honolulu 16 
1095 S. Beretania St., Honoluly 14 Libn, Kauluwela School 
Libn, Kaimuki High School 


wie -~ANNOUNCEMENTS - wiek 


FEDERAL AID TO LIBRARIES IN HAWAIT . . . «© «© «© «© «© «© «¢ Mabel Jackson 


As. we complete our first year under Federal Aid for Hawaii's libraries, it 
is interesting to see how much we have come to depend on and accept this very 
welcome assistance, 


During the first six months - January through June, 1957 - the $40,000 we 
received was used to employ a half-time clerk for Maui County Library, buy addi- 
tional books and supplies for all three county libraries, purchase an additional 
large new bookmobile for the Library of Hawaii and supply it with one additional 
staff member for a rural branch, 


Since the 1957 Legislature was adamant in denying additional staff to take 
care of expanding services in Hawaii's libraries, it was necessary for each of 
us to use our $48,154 in 1957/58 Federal Aid partly or entirely for staff. Maui 
and Kauai now are each paying one non-professional; Hawaii, two from their share 
of Federal funds, using the balance for books, equipment and current expeuses. 
The Library of Hawaii is spending its grant entirely on staff in order to try to 
keep up with growing rural Oahu - two librarians and five non-professionals were 
added. 


We are trying to look ahead into 1958/59 - hoping that Congress will not 
forget the Library Services Act when it makes its new budget. Because we're 
going to need more Federal Aid, instead of less ~- in view of the increased stress 
on education and rising cost of everything - from books to paper clips! 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK: The Island of Hawaii . . ... « Helen Willocks 


Mr. William Chillingworth, Assistant Manager of Amfac, Hilo, is heading the 
National Library Week Committee on Hawaii. 





Publicity will start late in February. Plans for publicity include radio 
spots, frequent newspaper articles, exhibits in various business windows which 
will feature books to tie in with the type of business, i.e., travel books for 
airlines, etc. Newspaper and radio publicity will continue through March 22d. 
The newspaper of March 15th will carry a full page of pictures of Hawaii County 
library operations and articles on same. Pre-publicity will also include talks 
by librarians to such groups as J.C.C., Rotary, Kiwanis, Woman's Club, etc. 
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"The Week" will start with an open house at the library Saturday afternoon, 
March 15th, handled by the A.A.U.W. and.the Intercultural Club under the program 
section of the Committee. Other activities planned are a film night (suitable 
films will be shown at various schools throughout the week); Mrs. Kathleen Mellen 
will be guest speaker on the evening of March 20th; there will be a Reading Night 
with Mr. William Lavy reading to piano accompaniment; Mr. Yarberry of the UHHB 
staff giving a reading and Mr. Ritter's University students doing a group reading; 
one day will be devoted to children and will include programs for children as 
well as events in which they will participate. 


The Island of Kauai . . - © © © © © © © © © © « «@ Robert Gahran 


"If you were going in the first manned satellite to be launched and would 
be alone for a year before coming back, which three books would you take with you 
and why?" This contest open to High School students and adults is only part of 
the active program planned by the committee of representatives of the four Friends 
of the Library organizations on Kauai. A number of political, business and social 
leaders have accepted the invitation to serve as Honorary Members of the com- 
mittee. An island-wide canvas for donations of books for the Book Sale to be 
held in each library during National Library Week has been going on since the 
first of the year. The Junior Chamber of Commerce has arranged visits and li- 
brary tours for local service clubs. Patrons coming to the library will receive 
book marks as well as annotated book lists of recommended books in both the Adult 
and Children's departments. The theme WAKE UP AND READ has been used extensively 
in all newspaper and radio publicity as well as displays in the library. The 
chairman and other key personnel were interviewed on radio station K T O H. 





pO Ee ee ee ee ee ee Lucille K. Berg 


Plans for NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK are going forward under sponsorship of the 
Kiwanis Club of Maui. We are waiting for publicity materials ordered by the 
Club, and expect to use a large number of posters and streamers to keep the idea 
before the public. 


KMVI-TV will have a special library program on "The Maui Story" on March 17. 
Filming of shots has been going on in departments of the Main Library, the Book- 
mobile, and the Lahaina Branch Library. One of the visiting second grades had 
an exciting half-hour, with cameras and lights around them while they listened to 
a picture-story program. There may also be a library feature on radio, on "This 
Is Maui." For a morning program, "To the Ladies," an interview with one of the 
library, staff is planned, 


During NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK, the Young Adult librarian will give a talk to 
St. Anthony Girls' High School. All the eighth grade classes from Kahului School 
will visit the main library on another day, for a tour of the building and an 
introduction to the Young Adult section. We expect other means of promoting 
interest in the public library to develop between this writing and the big week. 
We want this week to feature the interests of the patron, and his pleasure or 
satisfaction in the use of library materials. | 


Library Week in Honolulu - 1958 . . . . ... +. «+ «Mabel Jackson 





Our National Library Week in Honolulu got off to a flying start at our. 
first wneting on January 16. 








XUM 
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Chairman of the Library Week Committee for Honolulu is James H. McGee, Dis- 
trict Manager for Union Oil Company. Other members include Gerald Burtnett.of 
the Honolulu Advertiser; Henry K, C. Chang, Operation Library Chairman of the 
Junior: Chamber of Commerce; Thomas T. Nishida, representing the P.T.A.; Dr. Danicl 
Noda and Dr. Lawrence Kasdon of the DPI; Mrs. L. W. Shane, President ot the Hawai. 
Federation of Women's Clubs; Mrs. C. J. Birnie, President of the Friends of the 
Library; Larry Stevens, Stephen Derby, Harold Dillingham, Rev. Kenneth Rewick, 
Mrs. Thena Fultz, Katsuro Miho, Alberta Kaloi and Loreen Yap - the latter two 
teen-agers who are, respectively, President of the Oahu Youth. Council and SCOOP 
(Student Council of Oahu Publications). 





The group was especially fortunate to have Theodore Waller, Vice-president 
of the Grolier Society and Vice-chairman of the Steering Committee of National 
Library Week, present. at that first meeting. He gave us interesting background 
material on the planning behind the project and the people responsible for it. 


It was decided to ask the McInerny Foundation for the sum of one hundred 
dollars, to pay for necessary expenses and materials. Three hundred posters and 
10,000 bookmarks were ordered. Distribution of the posters will be handled by 
the Boy Scouts who will take them to stores, banks, etc., in the various neigh- 
borhoods and downtown Honolulu. 


Governor Quinn was.asked to issue a proclamation for the week which he 
promised to do. Furthermore, instead of the regulation proclamation which was 
sent him, he chose to draw up his own expressing his personal interest in making 
Library Week a success. 


A varied program of activities is in store for the people of Honolulu 
during the week. The leading department and book stores have promised displays. 
Radio spot announcements and a TV show are to be carried on the air. Both news- 
papers are doing feature articles on books and reading. Open house at the Main 
Library of the Library of Hawaii every day during the week, sponsored by dif- 
ferent women's groups during the afternoon and men’s groups during the evening 
is being planned. A literary luncheon and a coffee hour at the Waikiki-Kapahulu 
Branch end will be projects of Honolulu Bookshops and the Friends of the 
Library. 


A spot survey of reading habits in their various neighborhoods will be 
carried out by members of the Oahu Youth Council. The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce Operation Library Committee is sponsoring a "Name the Bookmobile" con- 
test, prizes to be awarded during that week. The Toastmaster's Club is sending 
out speakers to attend the meetings of service and other clubs preceding and 
during the week, and present talks for which we are supplying the material. 





The P.T.A. bulletins are carrying announcements of the week, as are the 
house organs of the various business firms in town. School papers will feature 
articles on books and libraries,: and the Honolulu Council of Churches will call 
attention to them in their sermons and bulletins. School libraries, as well as 
individual teachers, are being urged to participate. Enthusiasm among the Com- 
mittee members continues to grow. At least two of them, who had previously 
known little about the work of the public library, now have library cards and are 
regular borrowers. And one of them, a lawyer, became so interested that he volun- 
teered to do a little personal survey :work on reading habits in Japan during a 
recent business trip - we hope to use that as a basis of another news story for 
Library Week! 
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WITH ONLY PENNIES TO SPEND - - - (A Children's Book List) . . Susan Taylor 


Have you ever been in the position of being in a super market carefully 
watching your budget and at the same time wondering if this can of meat would 
hurt Uncle Henry's ulcer to have someone rush up to you with a "You're just the 
person I want to see. What book would you recommend for little Bennie's birth- 
day?" What do you say? You gulp and rattle off one or two titles and consider 
the matter closed. But it's on your way home that the truth hits you. Good 
gracious, why didn't I recommend this, or this or probably that! Well, it -does 
happen in libraries as well as in markets and always at the busiest times. 
Committees, groups, appointed individuals converge on us for advice and counsel 
on spending hard-earned money. They want the most and the best for what is 
usually a limited sum and they appear just when there is the least time to spend 
with them. So in self-defense we made a buying list, divided it into small seg- 
ments. and dressed it up with catchy headings. 


The impact of the list began to spread, first to small committees, then to 
school librarians, then to Supervising Principals on a Territory-wide basis. 
Hawaii corisulted it in spending money donated by the sugar plantations for School 
libraries. Mabel Jackson thought the list was valuable enough to offer it to 
interested readers of the Wilson Bulletin. The brief announcement in the Novem- 
ber 1957 issue of this periodical, “If you had only $100 for children's books with 
additional dribbles now and then, what would you buy first?" started a flow of 
mail from the Mainland to Hawaii. Practically every section of the country has 
been represented, also Canada, British West Indies, the Canal Zone and the 
Philippines. Library schools, school superintendents, army librarians, in- 
dividuals on Texas ranches, school library coordinators, private schools, even 
the librarian of San Quentin have been among the nearly one hundred requests 
received so far. Some of the requests have come on impressive letterheads, 
some scrawled by individuals in remote places, possibly custodians of small 
community collections, but all fired with the same great desire of getting the . 
best and the most for their money. 





It has been a thrilling experience for the Division of Work with Children 
because we, so often on the receiving end, had something to share with others. 
We also feel it has béen a good example of public relations for the Library of 
Hawaii. 


P.S. A supplement is presently in preparation. Who can say now how far it will 
go? 


SCHOOL LIBRARY PANEL . . - 1 © «© ‘+ © © «© © © 8 « ¢ Ruth Powell 


A special committee composed of School Librarians and Principals has been 
meeting frequently for a year in an effort to come to a better understanding of 
the Librarian's responsibility in the school. The Librarians serving on the 
committee are: Elna Barrett, George Kuljus and Jocelyn Iha, with Lotty Canaday, 
advisor to Elementary School Librarians. The Principals are: Thelma Craig, 
Alma Thoene, Katsumi Onishi and Frank Rapoza. The report of their findings will 
be presented in a panel discussion at the regular meeting of the Librarians in 
April, with two Librarians and two Principals from the committee making up the 
panel. The time: 3 P.M., Wednesday, April 23rd. The place: Washington Inter- 
mediate School Library. Any interested Librarians are cordially invited to 
attend. 
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HAWAI IAN LAWS . . . . . . . . . . . . . + ° . Mary He l en We aver 


Mrs. Weaver reports that she may be in a position to help some of us who 
may want to fill up gaps or renew our collections of Hawaiian statutes and 
revised laws, from 1901 to 1945. If we write to her, % Supreme Court Library, 
and give her a list of what we need, she will see what she can do. 


U.H, SUMMER WORKSHOP: NEW DIRECTIONS IN SCHOOL LIBRARY WORK . Carolyn Crawford 


As an outgrowth of a study concerning the needs for education in library 
science, made last year by the Education Committee of the Hawaii Library Asso- 
ciation, Hawaii will have its first school librarian's workshop with a mainland 
director. We are fortunate to have secured Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Raleigh, N.C., to direct the group. Her name is 
well known among school librarians here and on the mainland, as the author of 
THE TEACHER LIBRARIAN'S HANDBOOK, published by American Library Association. 


Mrs. Douglas had had wide experience in workshops, having conducted one in 
Illinois, California and Washington most recently. She prefers to concentrate 
the work into a short period of time, with everyone really working hard during 
that time. Thus, the dates for our workshop will be from July 14.to August 1, 
with daily hours from 8:00 to 3:00. Five credit hours will be given, at the 
new summer rate of $10 per hour. 


We have had some correspondence regarding general plans for the workshop. 
For those of you who may be interested in the work for yourselves or for someone 
you know, who is not a member of H.L.A., we are including the following ex- 
cerpts from Mrs. Douglas’ letters to give an idea of what we hope to do; 


"In setting up the daily schedule, we shall provide for the full 
group to be together for a period each morning and each afternoon. 
We shall provide for the less experienced people to work together 
part of each day, while the more experienced people are together... 
We shall arrange a schedule which permits individual exploration in 
specific fields. 


"I am working out two series of topics for exploration. One is 
related to issues which may be controversial and which surely have 
some pros and cons. The other is related to the more normal aspects 
of school librarianship. 


"If it is at all possible, I think it would be wise to urge each 
participant to bring with him materials and ideas he has found satis- 


fying, as well as to bring his “his question: questions. ~ For ‘example, pictures of 
good displays will be helpful to others. Special techniques in library 


instruction will be useful." 











The following excerpt from material sent to LIBRARY JOURNAL and WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN may also prove descriptive: 


" , . It will be concerned with the role of the library in today's 
school, trends in organization and administration, selection and uti- 
lization of curriculum related materials, promotional and public rela- 
tions areas and guidance of students in using library materials. It 
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is designed for in-service librarians and administrators who seek ways 
to improve library service to their schools in the islands, but mainland 
students who are interested may register .. " 


We have already had some requests from mainland librarians for information 
and expect to have a fairly representative group, although the main objective 
is, of course, to help us locally. At the moment, we are seeking housing for 
Mrs. Douglas within walking distance of the campus. We should appreciate any 
suggestions for rooms or apartments from members of H.L.A. 


Participants may register at the Records Office on the first day of the 
Workshop, July 14." 


; ; : : : HLA SPRING MEETINGS ! : : ; : 





Marion McDermott, Program Chairman, announces the following events: - 


Friday, March 28 





Dinner - Princess Kaiulani Hotel - 
Robert Louis Stevenson Room 


Speaker - Dr. Bernhard L. Hormann - 
"Hawaii's People in Transition" 


Saturday, March 29 





Lunch - Hawaiian Village Hotel - 
| Terrace Lanai 


Panel “What the school expects from the public library, 
Discussion ~- and what the public library expects from the 
school," with experts from both fields. 


ELECTION - BUSINESS MEETING - DUES ARE DUE! - 


J ' ' : ' ' ' ‘ ' + ' ‘ ' ' ' ' 1 ! ! ' 
° . . . . 


FEATURES wk 





"THE NEXT VOICE YOU HEAR" 
- by Margaret Holden - 


(When Mildred Saunders lays her gavel down for a well-earned rest, the 
next voice you hear presiding over HLA will be Maggie Holden's. Invited to 
interview herself for the JOURNAL, she has done so in the detached 3d person 
style favored by Henry Adams. Yet this record may cause even old friends to 
blink and murmur, "and still the wonder grew, How one small head could carry 
all she knew"'!) 


Margaret Holden is research librarian of the Legislative Reference Bureau 
at the University of Hawaii. It is her firm opinion that she has the best 
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library job in the Territory, but she is willing to concede that all librarians 
should feel that way about their jobs. 


When she came to the Legislative Reference Burcau nearly five years ago, 
she told mainland friends that she planned to stay until Hawaii became a state. 
That plan has been modified to "at least until Hawaii achieves Statehood even 
though it takes the rest of her life" (which she fervently hopes that it won't). 


Maggie, as she is usually called, dates the beginning of her library career 
back to her grade school service as librarian of the seventh and eighth grades 
in the small Rhode Island town where she grew up. During high school years 
she was volunteer assistant at the local library. 


Her career choices at this point wavered between teaching and librarian- 
ship. She memorized Simmons Catalogs, did considerable arithmetic with deficit 
answers, then enrolled at Rhode Island College of Education where'she served as 
student assistant in the library. 


Her undergraduate work in education was completed at Wayne University in 
Detroit. After obtaining an M. A. in English Literature from Wayne, she taught 
freshman composition and literature at her Detroit Alma Mater, Finally in 1948 
she achieved her other career ambition and received her library degree from the 
Graduate Library School at the University of Chicago. While attending GLS, she 
worked in the order department of the University library and was principally 
entranced by rare book searching. At that time a literary forgery or a bibliog- 
raphical "point" excited her great interest, and she hoped to become a rare book 
librarian. , 


Instead, however, Maggie started her professional career as assistant in 
cataloging and reference at the Joint Reference Library, located on the Midway 
at 1313 East Sixtieth Street in Chicago. "1313" is a magic number to everyone 
in public administration, for it houses nearly twenty professional associations 
for government officials, and the cooperative library is maintained by and 
serves them all. But in April 1948, "1313" was just an address to Maggie, and 
she took the job because she didn't feel that she knew much about government 
and wanted to know more - she learned, and found a satisfying library career. 
She now uses her own case as an illustration of how a librarian can learn and 
adapt to the needs of a special clientele by applying the techniques and 
attitudes developed through professional training. 


From Chicago in 1953 she flew to the Hawaii Legislative Reference Bureau. 
Last fall Maggie was asked to return to Joint Reference Library for three months 
while the Librarian went to Europe. She came back to Hawaii full of ideas, in- 
formation and enthusiasm and with a program committee appointment in the Legis- 
lative Reference Section of the National Legislative Conference whose annual 
meetings she attended in Oklahoma City. There she promoted Hawaii to many of the 
seven hundred delegates as well as serving as a panel speaker. She hopes to 
attend the National Legislative Conference meetings in Boston this fall and 
to do more Island promotion as well as committee work there. 


In HLA, Maggie's activities have included service as Treasurer, chairman 
of the Special and Reference Libraries Section, and member of the Publications 
Committee of CURRENT HAWAIIANA, Of course, she is a member of ALA, too. 
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Our president-elect's principal organizational interest outside of HLA is 
the Honolulu Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration, of which 
she has been Secretary for the last three years. She was secretary for the 
Chapter's First Management Conference for Government Administrators and Hawaii's 
representative on the Society's National Membership Committee. 


Maggie has been active in the League of Women Voters of Honolulu and 
edited their Bulletin during her two years as board member in addition to 
participating in various committee activities. She is also a member of the 
University of Hawaii Senate. 


For fun, Maggie likes to go to concerts and plays, take color pictures, 
and bowl. She is inordinately proud of her bowling trophy received because her 
team was runner-up last year in the College of Agriculture league. 


As president of HLA, she hopes to emulate the fine example set by her pre- 
decessors and to stimulate continuing and new interest in the important role 
of libraries in the entire community. 


wie A.L.A. COMES TO HAWAII tk 
- by Sue Starr - 


("It's always Springtime in Hawaii!" says the gaily colored travel agency 
sheet. "Plan now to attend the ALA Official Conference, July 19 to 25, 1958, 
in Hawaii ... " Our HLA Post-Conference Chairman tells us how to extend Hawaiian 
hospitality to the starry-eyed visitors who will descend on us in July for a 
week of fun and lighthearted official sessions stressing island life and 
libraries. ) 


Have you ever been on the giving rather than the receiving end of a con- 
vention? If you have, then you are the person we are looking for. But if it 
should be a new experience for you, we are still looking for you. We can all 
learn together. We are referring, of course, to the Post-convention tour and 
Mid-Pacific Library Conference which is being held July 19-26, 1958, in Honolulu 
immediately following the American Library Association convention in San Fran- 
cisco. 


One of the brochures says, "Plan now to participate in this unique oppor- 
tunity to combine your business conference with an unforgettable vacation in 
beautiful Hawaii. Situated at the Crossroads of the Pacific, Hawaii provides 
the ideal setting for meetings of an international scope offering the exchange 
of ideas from the entire Pacific Basin." Sounds impressive, doesn't it? 


The ground work was laid at the last A.L.A. convention by Jerry Milne. 
The present committee has been carrying on since September, 


Conference Headquarters will be at the Hawaiian Village Hotel and the 
complete price, double occupancy, is only $339.95. That’ sounds much better 
than $340. For this amount the librarians receive round trip tourist air trans- 
portation between San Francisco and Honolulu, five nights at the Hawaiian Village 
Hotel, a Hawaiian luau, a Japanese Tea House Dinner, the Pearl Harbor Cruise, 
a sightseeing trip around the City, and an Aloha Cocktail Party. 
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The professional part of the program is confined to the first three days 
of the week. The opening session is on Monday and will be held at the Bishop 
Museum, Edward H. Bryan, Curator, will speak on the nw of the Islands." 
This will be followed by a tour of the Museum. 


On Tuesday we are showing off some of our local libraries under the im- 
pressive title "Library Systems of Oahu." The closing session will be held at 
noon on Wednesday with William J. Lederer as speaker. 


By this time you are probably wondering just where you as H.L.A. members 
fit into the picture. You will or should make your first appearance on Sunday, 
July 20, at the Village. Registration will begin at 1:00 P.M. and we want not 
only those who will be actually helping with the registration but all who can 
act as unofficial hostesses. I am sure there will be questions for all. Then 
in the evening we are to be the guests of the Village at the Welcoming Cocktail 
Party at the Longhouse. 


The committee is planning to contact each of you by phone or post card as 
the Conference date grows nearer, so do try to be as generous with your time 
as possible. 


Margaret Holden, who is the incoming President and who will be in office 
during July, intends to see what we can have in the way of informal meetings 
with visiting librarians. If you have any ideas on the subject or know of 
people who are coming that might speak to us, call Margaret at the Legislative 
Reference Bureau. 


whe PINEAPPLE PENTAGON GIRL whe 
- by Barbara Steffee - 


(Little Barb Steffee used to send reserves at the Library of Hawaii, where 
she achieved the rating of BFC - Bookworm, First Class, When she went to her 
exciting Army career, her friends knew she would survive anywhere. They recall 
the fabulous swim she made, when a sailboat swamped and sank, leaving her two 
miles off Diamond Head one windy afternoon. Hoping she was in the current that 
set toward Waikiki instead of the Other One, Barb dog-paddled to shore, through 
waves too rough to put her face in, and lived to tell the amusing tale below.) 


Working as a law librarian for the Army at Fort Shafter is a unique, 
fascinating, yet hard to communicate experience. It's been twelve years now - 
and never a dull moment. Constant change mixed with some uncertainty about 
future changes seems to be one of the more pervasive elements of those years, 
looking back. 


Change. In personnel - the military can only stay for a maximum of three 
years, and the civilians (though one of their moré important roles is that of 
providing continuity) go fairly frequently, too; in size - from thirty then to 
eight now; and in function - from purely local problems including court-martials 
in the big courtroom below us, to international ones (Western Pacific) and to 
only supervisory functions over the courts (which are now at Schofield) - to 
describe only a few of the contrasts between 1946 and 1958. 
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Obviously this all comes about from changes in national and international 
events, policy and The Budget. How the "Department of Defense Appropriation 
Act for Fiscal Year " (to take just one element) so affects everything in 
successive stages, down to what "missions & functions" our small office has, 
is an absorbing (and unsuccessful) study and guessing game. One attcmpts it 
anyway, wondering vaguely whether an accident in Viet Nam or a reception in 
Washington will change anything. It's something like watching the local legis- 
lature's approach to the appropriation bill, but on a grand scale with many 
more variables and unknowns. Giving an added savor to reading the news, it's 
completely ineffectual, yet fun in an odd sort of way. 


Our office is formally called the "Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, 
Headquarters, United States Army Pacific" (""HUSARPAC" that is; however, think 
of the Army at Schofield, who have to contend with "HUSARHAW!") Its functions 
are such a mixture as is only possible in federal offices. It not only does 
the work of any large law firm, providing advice and assistance with powers of 
attorney, wills, estate and domestic problems, taxation, etc., for the individ- 
ual soldier - but also, as the charts put it, "provides legal advice to the 
Commander in Chief and the staff ... prepares opinions on questions of law 
pertaining to the procurement, appointment, enlistment, pay & allowances, pro- 
motion, reduction, separation, discharge, retirement, discipline and administra- 
tion of military and certain civilian personnel ... legal opinions on all civil 
affairs and military government matters for the Comnander in Chief and the Hig 
Commissioner..." 


To do this we need attorneys, administrators, secretaries, stenographers 
and a law library with a librarian - and I am it. 


I've been "it" since the job was established in 1946. At that time, al- 
though there were four times the personnel, the work-load was so great that the 
library was being completely neglected - there were literally piles of books, 
pamphlets and regulations in stacks on the floor in every corner. Someone 
finally decided a librarian was needed and asked the Library of Hawaii for 
assistance in finding someone - and I was told about it. I thought I'd try it, 
although I didn't know one law book from another. 


First I had to have a physical examination, so early one April morning I 
got a bus for the long ride out to old Tripler Hospital on King Street. The 
complete examination, though free, seemed interminable as I was directed from 
one bewildering department to another, with long waits, and a particularly 
frustrating yet embarrassing episode in the pre-natal examination line which 
I got in by mistake ("Is this your first one, Dearie?" - with an odd glance 
at my left hand and another at my figure.) It was no surprise, then, that 
when someone came in excitedly talking about a tidal wave, I merely muttered, 
“April Fool!"... In filling out employment histories I have no difficulty in 
remembering that date - April 1, 1946. 


Throughout, the lawyer-officers have been fine men to work for and with - 
particularly the Division Chiefs, as they usually have had wide and somctimes 
unusual experience. For instance, the present head of JA, Colonel Burton F. 
Ellis, was Chief of Operations, War Crimes, Army Operations at Dachau (as dis- 
tinguished from the International Tribunal at Nuremberg) and Chief Prosecutor, 

















Malmedy Massacre War Crimes Trial, where 74 SS Troops were defendants. Uis 
reminiscences are something to hear. 


The Judge Advocate library at present has about 3,500 bound volumes and 
a lot of other materials. The law books are about what a large law oi:iice 
would have, with emphasis on Federal law and additions in international law. 
The library - and my duties - are a mixture: a fraction of what Eleanor Chong 
has up at the University Government Documents Collection, a fraction of what 
Mary Helen Weaver has at the Supreme Court Library, with unique Army additions, 


A third to a fourth of my time is devoted partly to what is invariably 
described in Federal civil service job descriptions as "other duties as as- 
signed" (a most elastic and interesting phrase in its application), partly of 
even more unprofessional things like posting regulations, and (uniquely. for a 
member of the H.L.A.) being a notary public. Notarizing is really an “other 
duties as assigned" bit, except that it was dignified by a separate paragraph 
in the description. We needed a notary as any law office does, and no other 
employee's duties were so easily interrupted as mine by the public coming in. 
Services are restricted to the Army, to working hovrs only, and no fees can be 
collected. Two "customers" a day is the average, so it really isn't a lot more 
work. It's enjoyable too. A most interesting and varied group come in, bringing 
documents from every state and even a few foreign countries. 


Notary work brings me more public than before, as we are a rather re- 
stricted group in the "Pineapple Pentagon" Headquarters. Library users are 
preponderantly military and high-ranking civilians working in the building, 
with a little Air Force and Navy liaison; there is no general public at all. 
There is no information in my library that the public couldn't get more easily 
and probably more comprehensively elsewhere - Territorial Supreme Court Library, 
the University, or Library of Hawaii - and there is too much classified mate- 
rial being worked on for us to be quite comfortable with them in our halls. 

We are necessarily inhospitable, 


So working for the army law branch is quite different from working in a 
public library or for a private law firm, for that matter. For me it has been 
varied, fascinating, educational (how my knowledge of Far Eastern geography 
has grown in the last six months!) and, most of all, satisfying. 


uke IT'S THE SYMBOLS THAT COUNT! wkk 
- by Jane Waldron - 


(Our Assistant Editor studied ballet as a child with Anatole Bourman, a 
friend of Nijinsky. In her adult career she was a pre-professional trainee at 
Enoch Pratt, got her library degree from the University of Washington, and is 
now lst assistant at the Library of Hawaii Reference Desk. Her college major 
in psychology and her M.A. in social work perhaps incline her to take a critical 
look at library terminology, which she finds outmoded and uninspiring! ) 


In order to alter its dull facade for the coming generation of possible 
recruits, the library profession needs a complete face-lifting as far as its 
terms and labels are concerned. It's the symbols that count. What are the 
symbols of librarianship? As in any field of work, we must first consider the 
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name, the title, or the "label". Librarian? Librarianship? Library service, 
or what have you. Put yourself in the place of a young high school student, 
male or female, and get the feel of those terms. Dull, uninspired, undramatic, 
tasteless? A symbol of dusty and musty things? Probably. Certainly stuffy, 
and pompous, and conservative and uninteresting-sounding. When one is a 
member of a real hep social group, one doesn't go in for any of those things. 
Therefore, let us devise new and glamorous titles for the field. 


Is your special library job dramatic and challenging? then wouldn't you 
sound more appealing to prospective recruits as an Information Consultant? 
Research Specialist? or Fact Finding Guide? Are you a public library worker? 
then shouldn't you really be called a Community Educational Advisor? a Public 
Reading Counselor, an Information Expert, or a Children's Book Specialist? 

Are you feeling more significant already? Of course! And the young folks are 
looking at you with interest and admiration! We mustn't forget the new-type 
school librarians - they are now Information Center Specialists, Materials 
Executives, or Educational Book Consultants. 


And as for the lower and higher echelons, they too need refreshing titles. 
Library clerical jobs would be much more interesting to all concerned under the 
name of Circulation Assistant or Records Assistant (issues books), Replacement 
Specialist (shelves books), Technical Aid (types), or even Reminders Coordinator 
(sends overdues). Heads of departments could become, e.g., Suburban Community 
Service Director (extension head) and Bibliographic Systems Coordinator (cata- 
loging). These symbols attached to our job descriptions ought to induce Civil 
Service to give us a shove up the ranking scale, and cause recruits to flock in. 


Having refurbished the names of the group, we also need to create a few 
inspiring traits or characteristics easily identified with the field of library 
work. For instance, all ideal "librarians" are courageous champions of truth, 
or some such thing. So stories of heroism and daring along these lines should 
be headlined and fed to all newspapers in the land. Public librarians, for 
example, should be photographed frequently with bloodstained brows, having 
conquered the latest foe in their fight for balanced collections, showing the 
triumphant fighters balancing two stacks of neatly piled books, one of sub- 
versive literature, and one of reactionary volumes. The uniforms suggested by 
Helen Bevens are all very well, but they should bear the marks of service, 
like the combat-stained Marines at Iwo Jima, for mass audience appeal. 


Most important of all symbols - we must have a tool or gadget always with 
us, which immediately calls to mind in any photograph or other publicity that 
we are such a witty, wise and exclusive group that any one would be missing out 
who didn't break into this inner circle. Something similar to the stethoscope 
of the doctor or the swimming pool and four husbands of the female movie-star. 
Certainly not books - too commonplace. Anybody can carry a book. it must be 
something exclusively ours, which will immediately recall to mind all the 
fascinating things about a "librarian's" job. How about a drawer from a card 
catalog slung under our arm, or a small version of a photocharging machine hung 
around our neck - possibly a book truck full of books, records, magazines, and 
other library treasures. But the best idea yet is that "librarians" should 
always be pictured standing in a doorway or archway, through: which can be seen 
glimpses of many valuable and interesting people, places and things. Even the 
Promised Land. 

















THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY SOCIETY 
- by Agnes Conrad - 


‘(Our author says it was hard to write this without sounding like some one 
beating the drum for contributions. We extracted the article trom her to find 
out about this devoted group of people who have donated their professional skill 





to further a cause they believe in. Any one who works all day and does volunteer 


cataloging in the evening, etc., etc., deserves a hand.) 


The Catholic Library Society is somewhat of a paradox - it is Catholic, 
but owns more books of general literature than religious ones; it is a library 
society but the majority of its members are not librarians. The Society was 
founded during the Second World War by Sister Martha Mary, C.S.J., in order to 
make good literature available to the children in rural areas and to combat the 
ever present comic book. With the aid of men in the armed services as well as 
interested local residents, funds were collected to purchase books, both general 
and Catholic. Portable cases to hold about 75 books were built. They are so 
constructed that they can be closed and locked for shipping, and are easily 
carried. Twenty cases were distributed to parishes throughout the islands, and 
one sent to Samoa. Many of these cases, with new books added occasionally, 
are still in use in the rural districts aud som: of the institutions, 


The upkeep and rotation of the portable cases continues to be a major 
project. However, in recent years the Society has broadened its activities. 
Books have been given to the University of Hawaii library in order to make the 
Catholic viewpoint on social, political and cconomic problems available to 
the students. Catholic reference books have been given to the Library of 
Hawaii. Subscriptions to Catholic magazines have been sent to institutions 
throughout the islands. 


The librarians among the members aided in setting up the library at 
Chaminade College. They have also contributed to the growth and development 
of school and parish libraries. 


The work of the Society has bcen expanded to include the distribution of 
information to interested non-Catholics. Free pamphlets are made available at 
the Cathedral, and the Armed Services YMCA. Plaus are being made for an in- 
formation center and reading room in the downtown area. It is hoped that this 
will eventually become a central Catholic library and information center for 
both Catholics and non-Catholics. 


Membership in the Society is open to anyone interested in its work, 
Librarians are particularly needed to help with the technical work. 


wan UNCLE SAM'S NEW BOOKMOBILE kik 
- by Jacqucline Enequist - 


(Jacque, a girl from St. Louis, Missouri, went to Japan as an Air Force 
Librarian and met a Swedish army officer, whom she married. They are now in 
Hawaii, where her cosmopolitan contacts come in handy as she serves people from 
East and West. Here's how she organized a new Federal Aid bookmobile for the 
Library of Hawaii.) 
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When we first took our new adult Bookmobile out to cover the spots on Oahu 
that had no library service, we met a mixed response. Attitudes ranged from 
the "You mean it's for us?" with the pleased expression of Christmas morning, 
through the suspicious "How much does it cost to join?" to the "Well, I guess 
it's a good thing, but I never have time to read." But however viewed and 
received, the new service exists and is operating to many glad cries of "This 
is wonderful!" 


By the middle of September when the adult bookmobile librarian-to-be 
finally arrived, a large number of books - fiction, light non-fiction and 
young adult - had been ordered and were trickling down to the storage shelves. 
Preliminary scouting had been done for stop locations; estimates of the amount 
of time required for each area had been made; and service was planned to start 
in January. 


The First and most important need was to plan the definite stops, complete 
with street names, for the schedules to be circulated and the publicity planned. 
Each stop had to allow sufficient space to park the bookmobile (a large bus- 
type demoted from school work with the arrival of a new and larger bookmobile) 
and for patrons to get on and off without being run over, and allow for the 
outside shelves to be opened on one side. These requirements became more 
minimum every day, and at some stops we park right on the road, as in the 
housing developments, where traffic is very quict. The community had to be 
large enough, of course, to justify a stop, and the location had to be central 
and convenient, which we finally decided meant as close to the local post-office 
as possible - if there was a post-office. 


Choice of a location was usually not simple. We drove down what seemed 
like cowpaths, ending in good sized beach settlements, and had to ask what the 
place was called because it really didn't show on the map. Many places have 
no street names, or if they do, the local people don’t know them because they 
say "The third white house from Joe's."’ So many new housing areas have sprung 
up they don't show on-the maps, or only the small early portion is shown. 
Beach areas were especially maddening as they stretched out for miles along 
the highway, each little house next to its neighbor, and nowhere any logical 
center. For the housing areas we finally arbitrarily chose as central a spot 
with as wide and quiet a street as we could find, and often ended up with such 
"Street names" as "Kawela Bay - Field #1 entrance; Waimanalo Village - movie 
on Kalanianaole Highway; Makaha Beach - Pole #10, Makau Street" - which adds 
interest to our schedule! 


While going around and around we called on post-office employees, 
ministers, County Home Demonstration Agents, storekeepers, and any other 
poor soul we could get information from - everyone from the local Community 
Association secretary to the woman we gave lifts. From these people we got 
the names of other possible contacts: officers of local clubs and community 
groups of all types, local news sheets that would give us publicity, people 
who liked to read and might help spread the word, as well as any useful local 
information. 


After this it was necessary to begin assigning the length of time we 
thought necessary for the stops we would like to make. Owing to lack of staff, 
it was planned to operate the bookmobile on a 3 day, 4 week a wonth schedule. 
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(It is also easier for patrons to remember that the bookmobile alwavs comes on 
the 3d Tuesday each month than to remember a different date for each month 
with perhaps two trips in one month to add to the confusion.) So after we had 
put down the ideal amount of time (With no stop to be less than an hour, in- 
cluding time for opening up and closing) and tried to put in lots of extra ten 
and fifteen minutes (To allow for minor schedule difficulties that would show 
up, hoping that they would mostly arise from too heavy a patronage!) we had 

to start eliminating and cutting down on times and places. We finally came out 
with forty stops, including eight school stops, as we were to take some of the 
smaller schools or supplement the school bookmobile at some of the larger 
schools. 


We planned the school stops to come together in a period of four days, 
allowing us to add heavier loads of juvenile books for those days and keeping 
just an-adequate selection of books for children, for the mothers, or for the 
stops after school where we would have children not otherwise served by the 
library. We would recommend this as good exercise for "Pruzzle" fans, 
developing powers of logic and intuition as the schedule is juggled, times 
checked and balanced, decisions made as to which place absolutely cannot be 
fitted in, as well as providing something akin to the Grcek tragedies when 
you realize that no time is left to get from A to B, fifteen minutes apart, 
requiring that the whole week's schedule be restudied. There is also the 
moment after the schedule has been mimeozraphed in 1000 copies that you realize 
that.somehow the stopping place for Ke-Iki Road has been switched to Ke-Nui 
Road and vice ‘versa. 


With the schedule completed, local publicity went into high gear. The 
publicity librarian, Mrs. Martin, handled publicity for the Honolulu papers, 
but the adult bookmobile librarian, armed with her notes, card file of names 
and contacts, and list of new outlets, wrote articles, letters, and sent 
schedules to stores &c. In between times we counted our small hoard of books 
and worried how we would ever have enough to satisfy the mobs that were sure 
to come, longing to borrow the full limit (ten). On alternate days we worried 
about having enough patrons for all those shelves of books (about 700). 


Our second worry was the more logical. We issued 22 books at our first 
stop by exerting all our sales ability; we issued a total of 84 the first day. 
The second day as we dragged in with our total circulation 24, it was hard to 
decide whether to drive off into the ocean in our shame or brazen our failure 
out. But on our second four-week circuit, we issued wore adult books in ‘two 
weeks than we had in the first four-week period. At the end of the second 
three weeks we had issued almost as many books of both adult and juvenile types 
as in the first four weeks, and still had our heaviest week to come. 


It was fascinating to see the response to this new service. The first 
few borrowers even hesitated to enter the bookmobile, but left with vows to 
"tell my friend down the street," and some rushed home to telephone to friends 
to hurry before we left. One woman was so engrossed choosing books she burnt 
part of her dinner, and dashed out calling to us to keep her books - she'd be 
right back! She brought her neighbors. 


But at first it was sit and wait. Anyone who passed was fish for our 
bait. We'd lean out the window and offer a schedule, pass the time of day and 
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invite them in to "look around." It was a truly courageous soul wie daved 
leave without at least one or two books. When no one came near us, the 
librarian took a sheaf of schedules and went knocking on doors. We found in 
many communities people were anxiously watching, and as soon as we lured one 
patron aboard, half a dozen popped out of the bushes. Some never heard of us, 
some "meant to come" but were busy with house and children and torgot; many 
have no idea what we do. Some think we're “eating lunch," others that we've 
"broken down." But once we get our fancy new musical horn, well, at least 
people will know something's there! 


The book collection was first planned for recreational reading only - 
fiction and general non-fiction such as travel and popular biography. But on 
our very first day came the requests for specialized materials. To date, the 
most popular subjects are gardening, cooking, sewing, home making and home 
improvement, automotive mechanics, Hawaiiana, children's readers, Bible 
stories, and easy arithmetics, as well as the current best-sellers. 


The bookmobile is most popular in the beach and definitely rural areas, 
perhaps because the people there are more isolated. We have had very little 
response when we stop at shopping centers in the large communities. Perhaps 
publicity is inadequate, but it is more probably wrong timing; the evening 
would be a better time, when people are shopping after work. 


‘We go to several "Homes" and the prison in Honolulu, replacing former 
deposit collections. We actually enter the prison area, as the inmate 
"Librarian" has poor "Security", and he isn't trusted "Outside" even under 
the guard's eye! "Drive right in, lady," we were told. "Don't be alarmed - 
there are two guns trained on you."!!! . 


It is still too early to draw any definite conclusions, but it seems 
possible to predict that in a year the whole staff - librarian, clerk and 
driver - will look back to the early peaceful low-circulation days with longing. 


whe TEENAGE ROUNDUP TIME wieve 


(Any one who has ever sung the Cowboy Lullaby around a camp fire knows 
that now and then it's "time for milling cattle to be still." The same 
applies to our trompling teenagers who will neither read and study in li- 
braries nor let any one else do so. Here are firsthand accounts of maverick 
roundups by librarians on the Big Island and in the heart of Honolulu, who 
know "“stampeding never made a dream come true.") 





The Hawaii County Library in Hilo, Hawaii . . . . . . +. + Helen Willocks 





“STUDENTS ARE BARRED FROM LIBRARY AT NIGHT"! Under this headline the 
following article appeared in the HILO TRIBUNE HERALD, December 1, 1957: 


"The ‘Managing Board of the Hawaii County Library has announced that, 
effective Monday, the library will be closed at night, for an indefinite 
period, to all students through high school unless accompanied by parents or 
guardians, This step has been made necessary as a direct result of the con- 
duct of students, particularly of high school age," said the Board's prepared: 
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statement. "A total lack of respect for the rights of others and for public 
property is indicated by acts of vandalism and noisy and impertinent behavior. 


"The public library belongs to all members of the community; is profcs- 
sionally staffed to serve all ages; and maintains library materiais to meet 
the informational, educational and recreational needs of all ages. Due to the 
thoughtlessness of some members of one age group, those few adult patrons who 
now try to use the library at night register complaints because of the noise 
and confusion which make it impossible to read or study. It is regrettable 
that the behavior of some will deprive an entire group of library privileges. 


"With a small staff covering the 55 hours per week the library is open, 
it is not possible to provide a policing force, and even if this were not the 
case, it would be a waste of taxpayers’ money to assign professional librarians 
to such duty. We regret the necessity for this action and will be glad to see 
evidence that its continuance is no longer necessary." 


This was a front page article and the same issue carried an editorial 
on the situation. Great was the furor when determined librarians barred un- 
chaperoned high-schoolers from our door! Much clapping of hands, by many 
adults and emphatic protests from school officials, students, and some adults 
who could see NO excuse for punishing all for the wisbehavior of a minority. 
To this last group we explained, very patiently, that we felt the same way, 
and that we had tried in various wavs to correct the situation before taking 
this drastic step. We also confided that we thought the library was a wonder-~ 
ful place for teen-agers - if they were going to be out at all - to spend their 
evenings, even though their reason for cowing was purely social. However, we 
also explained that the library nust maintain a suitable atmosphere for adults 
and serious students as well. 


Within a few days of the announcement quoted above, a local man, vitally 
interested in the library as well as in young people, asked if the Board would 
allow him to gather a community group for a meeting with library officials to 
talk over the problem and possible solutions. Several such meetings resulted 
in the following article appearing in the HILO TRIBUNE HERALD on February 6: 


"A 'trial run' permitting students to use the Hawaii County Library at 
all times will begin tomorrow. The Library Managing Board announced today it 
is rescinding on a temporary basis a previous rule (barring students from the 
library unless accompanied by parents or guardians). 'Changing the status 
from a temporary to a permanent basis rests directly with students’, a spokes- 
man said, 


"On December 2 last year the Managing Board announced that no students 
through high school age would be allowed in the library at night unless 
accompanied by parents or guardians. This measure was necessary because of 
the conduct of some students, Since that time a- volunteer group made up of 
adults interested in youth has been meeting with the Library Board, Librarian, 
school officials and students to discuss the problem. It was generally agreed 
that the majority of local young people 'know how' to conduct themselves 
properly. Written statements from various student groups assuring cooperation 
have been received by the Managing Board." 
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There was complete peace and quict in the library during the evening hours 
from December 1, 1957 to February 7, 1953. Staff members no longer. dreaded 
their "night duty". Incidentally, circulation did not drop during this period. 
Too short a period has elapsed since the ban was lifted to make any statement 
about the effectiveness of the decision. All concerned are aware that if this 
plan does not work - if the students cannot carry the responsibility for proper 
behavior - other steps will be taken. 


Kalihi-Palama Branch, Library of Hawaii . . . . «© « -» Myrtle Mattison 





The beginning of the end of trying to find a solution to "What to do about 
_ hordes of teen-agers who come to the branch each night but not to read nor to 
study" came in mid-October when Mrs. Jackson visited the branch at our request. 
However, the problem was an old one that began in 1949 when the branch first 
opened. At that time it seemed that possibly the novelty of having a library 
in the community which had never had one might be the cause. But each year 
until after Thanksgiving the problem was there. 


Attempts were made in those years to provide some program of interest to 
teen-agers. One year a program of talent put on by the students; musical 
evenings another; a library club for teen-agers last year. The effects of 
these efforts were of short duration and each fall more and more young people 
were coming to the branch, but the staff for evening duty remained constant: 
one librarian and one clerk. 


The branch floor space is large, the patio inviting and the front lanai 
dimly lighted. In the early years the vacant lot next door was nicely over- 
grown with shrubs, a fine place to duck into from the lanai when the librarian 
approached a group there who were having a fine noisy time leaving her in 
silence and in darkness but reappearing when she was safely back at the desk. 


In the patio we soon learned to follow the group out of the library by the 
shortest route though there were times when some of them would leave via the 
tile wall before we got to them. 


We wondered then if wearing a lasso might help but gave up the idea - 
there really were enough people around without detaining more - and clung to 
the hope that "Gone is gone."" Inside the library our policing had to be done 
on the fly, too. We would leave the desk long enough to quiet one corner but 
soon there was another quarter to deal with. Appeals to junior and senior high 
schools brought a notable change for a time, but by next fall it all started 
over again. 


. This fall our seating capacity of eighty-five was filled by seven each 
evening and students coming after that would just wander about or try sitting 
two on a seat. We were convinced that under these conditions the library was 
not fulfilling its purpose. In answer to our request that some one from the 
main library come and observe, Mrs. Jackson came and agreed with us. She wrote 
to the school principals and to the Kalihi-Palama Community Council asking 
their help and stating that the branch would not continue to be open evenings 
unless there was a change in student behavior. 
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This decision was news and several reporters phoned asking particulars and 
indicated their amazement that such a step was contemplated. A television broad- 
caster requested that we appear on his program and present the story, which we 
did. 


A couple of group leaders of the area came in to see us but could offer no 
help. In fact we found that their policy of sending the under-sixteen young 
people out of their buildings at eight P.M. was contributing to our problems. 
Then the destruction of property began. Men's toilets were stuffed and caused 
to overflow, light bulbs were taken from outside lights, and a toilet door was 
removed from its hinges. At this point it was decided that closing was the 


thing to do, and on November 4th, the closing hours were changed to seven P.M. 


The Community Council was requested by a sub-committee to see if some 
organizations would volunteer to schedule their members for duty in the branch 
from seven to nine each night. By the end of December such a plan was ready 
and on January 6th, night openings were resumed. 


During the period when the library closed at seven P.M., two metropolitan 
police came in from six-thirty to seven. Their coming was the result of a 
visit to the Chief of Police by a Community Council member to see what sug- 
gestions they had for dealing with the problem. The police department was. much 
concerned and felt they should have been notified sooner. These policemen have 
continued to come each evening from eight or eight-thirty to nine since we have 
gone back to the nine o'clock clesing. Fortunately the trouble-makers have 
not come back at night so their duties have been watchful waiting with an 
opportunity to read. 


The results of changes in library hours and the publicity have been that 
more students use the library after school and those who come at night do study, 


For many of the parents who are volunteering their services it has been 
their first visit to their branch library. The Cowmunity Council has: gone on 
record to ask again that a young adult librarian be included in the next budget 
and will work to get the position included when the budget is sent to the budget 
director before being presented to the next legislature. 


Our own conclusion is that the sooner you put it to the community to help 
solve a similar problem, the better. 


(Editor's note: Mrs. Mattison adds that plans are brewing in her Community 
Council to continue the volunteer schedule through May and have one ready in the 
fall. That ought to settle the problem of those For Whom The Curfew Tolls.) 


Kak THEIR BONES SHALL RISE AGAIN: wiek 
- by Mary Jaburek - 


(Never say die when children play with matches and your school library 
burns down: the books and the tools are lost, but their bones shall rise again! 
Mrs. Jaburek tells how her library was restored with the aid of many helping 
hands, in an article published February 6 in the WINDWARD REPORTER. ) 
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Last May 11 Kailua Elementary School's fire almost put the school library 
out of business, It managed to limp along for the rest of the school year, 
helped by the 341 books the students had checked out and which did not burn; 
helped also by contributions of books and money from parents, students, friends, 
and two Mainland publishing companies, H. W. Wilson and Doubleday Company. 


During the summer, new library quarters were made from Room 15, the old 
Art room, on the mauka side of the administration building. Here Mrs. Mary 
Jaburek, librarian, and Mrs. Frances Fernandes, curriculum coordinator and AV 
director, help teachers and students in the selection of books, records, pic- 
tures, film strips, and any other materials which will enrich their classroom 
text book study. The new library - Sputnik Age - has become a Materials Center, 
conveniently located, and available to everyone. 


During October, 1957, the Department of Public Instruction released some 
insurance funds to be used for the replacement of the burned books. Now the 
orders, long in preparation, could be started to the publishers. Because of 
the geographical location and the time involved in processing a territory order, 
the books did not begin to arrive until Christmas vacation. Now it's "Christ- 
mas" with almost every mail delivery. There are few thrills comparable to 
opening a box of new books and seeing the delight of the children on service, 
who are helping with the procedure. "Look at this!- a book on homing pigeons." 
"Oh, Navy planes! When will this be ready?" (one of a collection of armed forces 
picture information books. 


"Here is ‘Susannah, the Pioneer Cow', which Miss Takano wants." The 
children open the books properly, stamp them with the school's ownership stamps, 
put hardener on the covers, and paste the book pockets and date-due slips in- 
side the back covers. The librarian classifies each book as fiction, picture 
book, science, biography, short story, music - Dewey Decimal System markings 
are used. 


Not enough credit can be given to Mrs. D. S. Austin and her PTA library 
committee. They type the cards and pockets - a colossal task. Mrs. F. E. 
Shivers has been responsible for most of the typing since Christmas. She 
comes on Tuesdays and Thursdays and is literally chained to the typing chair 
for hours. Another variety of PTA service comes from the mothers who find time 
to type at home. Especially busy now is Mrs. P. D. Johnson, who is typing cards 
and pockets for the National Geographic pamphlets. Last fall a few PTA fathers 
shellacked books and wrapped bricks in Hawaiian print paper. These were used 
for book ends. 


Another purchase made possible because of the money for fire replacement 
has been many sets of new encyclopedias: four new sets for the eight sections 
of sixth grade; four for the eight fifth grades; four for the nine sections of 
fourth grade; three for nine sections of third grade; and one for even the 
second grade to sample. Get them interested and informed early! 


The text book collection of each grade suffering loss in the fire has been 
bettered by buying new and modern editions. 
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eke HELP WANTED! wiek 


A Column of Advice on Library Problems 
- By A Panel of Experts - 


Problem: - "A librarian without professional training, but with au interesting 


and varied background in several other careers, wishes to know if it is possible 
or desirakle for her to take library training. What preparation is required 

for a library degree? What are the rewards, financial and otherwise, of pro- 
fessional library work and what are its drawbacks?" 


Answer: - "Professional library training would require your enrolling for a 
year in a mainland library school, which would involve considerable expense. 
As far as I know, only two library schools in the U.S. will admit as candi- 
dates those over 35 unless they have had previous library experience under 
professional supervision. If admitted, to return to school as a student, 
competing with much younger people, in a difficult and demanding course, 
would place you under a considerable handicap. 


"Library salaries are not high when compared to those in other fields. 
In Hawaii the salary for beginning professional librarians with no experience 
has been set at $3780. Special librarians probably receive more, but the 
opportunities are few. All public librarians in the territory must contribute 
to the Retirement System as well as to Social Security. 


"Librarianship can be very rewarding. It offers a chance to expand one's 
horizons, to continue learning, to work with congenial people and a selected, 
as well as generally appreciative public. There are many job openings in 
different parts of the country and the world, but these are generally limited 
to younger people. But with increasing demand for people with your skills, it 
seems to me that those would offer much more in the way of predictable financial 
and professional advancement." 


kK keke keke 


Problem: - "One cataloger misses the copyright dates with many entries in BUOKS 
IN PRINT, R. R. Bowker Co. She wrote the company at one time, and they replied 
that they would use all dates IF supplied by the publisher. Is it worth-while 
for other libraries to inquire, or - shall we send this suggestion to A.L.A., 
from the Hawaii Library Association?" 


Answer: - "Often quantity of requests is helpful in such cases - I would suggest 
that all libraries that would find the more frequent inclusion of copyright 
dates helpful write directly to R. R. Bowker and Co. A letter from HLA to the 
same effect would certainly increase the pressure; after all, a “Onn? large 
proportion of the sales of BOOKS IN PRINT must be to libraries," 





kkk kkk wit 


Problem: - "You know how effective 'role-playing' is in presenting right and 
wrong ways of doing things. I wonder if a written 'profile' could be as effec- 
tive in showing us the right and wrong ways for a librarian to act on the job. 
We all know about the librarian (I'm thinking of school librarians now, for I 
am one) who feels that the library is her own personal property, the one who is 
a wonderful book ‘keeper’ but whom it pains to see books actually used, the 
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one who is cold toward children and teachers alike, etc., etc. I wonder if 
"seeing ourselves as others see us' in print wight jog a few of us into doing 
better by our ‘customers'??7? Just a thought, and maybe not a very good one." 


Answer: - "As an ‘expert’, asked to comment on this question, I called on five 
teachers to actually ‘role-play’ this situation. One person was instructed to 
project herself into the role of the librarian as described; she was told a 
new principal had just demanded that she give her library monitors some respon- 
sibility other than dusting and running errands so that she might have more 
time to work with teachers and children. 


“Pressing the advantage, the teachers were to try to persuade her to make 
other concessions. She was to resist if possible. The following is an almost 
verbatim record of what took place, most of the group becoming quite involved. 
They are all teachers in Honolulu schools; one, having had a little library 
experience, plays the librarian's role." 


‘« THE ROLE PLAY - 

Teacher 1: My children are starting to work on Hawaiian history. Can you 
provide time between recess and lunch for a few children to come to look 
at the books themselves? They each will be looking for something dif- 
ferent and each knows what he wants. 

Librarian: Can you come with them? 

T.l: No, I don't want to bring the whole group because there is not enough 
material for all of them to be working at once, but I'll be glad to 


select what they can use and set it up for them on a table. 


Libr: Will I have to help them? During that part of the day I usually shelve 
books. and prefer not to be interrupted. 


T.l: If they do need a little help, I'd appreciate your giving it to them, 
especially in using the files. 


Libr: Well, if it's just asking where something is, I suppose I can do that 
(grudgingly). 


T.1: Would you let me know which day is best? 
Libr: Why can't you do it during your library period? 


T.1: Because several need to use the same sources and they would waste too much 
time waiting for their turns, ; 


Libr: Well, it's certainly against our regular procedure, but if you'll get 
things ready for them we'll let them try it this time. 


keke 
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Teacher 2: I know you don't let children come to get things withcut a teacher, 
but there is a recording I'd like to make arrangements to have Mary pick 
up for me tomorrow. 


Libr: No, you know I don't let records go out to children. 


T.2: Well, I thought if I made arrangements like this ahead of time it would 
be all right. 


Libr: No, the reason I don't is that a child is careless about carrying them, 
so they drop out of the envelop and we can't afford to have them get 
broken. 


T.2: I'll pay for it if she breaks it. I really need it and just can't get 
away from the group at the time you say we may come in for these things. 


Libr: In that case, please see the principal to be sure he understands you 
are willing to pay for it. 


T.2: But why isn't my word to you good enough? 
Libr: If it breaks he could say I shouldn't have given it to a child to carry! 


KKK 


Teacher 3: May I ask an unusual favor of you? Will you take my children at 
1:30 on Wednesday even though you don't ordinarily let second graders 
come to the library? I notice you have no class scheduled then and they 
have been wanting to visit the library for a long time. I had to schedule 
a parent conference then as it's the only time this mother can come - 
and well, you know what a time we've been having with her Jimmy. 


Libr: No, I can't because I have to get an order out and that's the time I've 
planned to type it. Why don't you get a good reader in the group to read 
a story to them? 


T.3: Oh they are only 2d graders and I hate to leave them alone for as long 
as I'd have to. 


Libr: Well, I just can't do it. I am not a substitute teacher! 

ek 

Teacher 4: My class has been working up a program for February and it's really 
a nice one which they would enjoy sharing with you and with another group 


of children in the library if we might invite the other fourth grade to 
come during our library period next week. 


Libr: No, I can't let them do that. Your period is supposed to be for looking 
at books and I don't want them to disarrange the furniture, 


wkiek 
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COMMENT: "When I asked these teachers to tell me whether thev hau ever known 

a librarian like this one, they all had met people with some of Ltirese attitudes. 
Sometimes the teachers were afraid to ask for help, sometimes the children were 
afraid to ask for help. They agreed that they needed to know more about how 
much the school librarian really has to do in order to appreciate her problems 
in getting everything done. However, I, feeling like a sage, with a 'lib-avy 
past’ in school, University, branch and main public library departments, as 
well as a small town library, have to admit that I've known librarians in all 
these areas who were unapproachable. 


"This makes me think of Phyllis Fenner's article in the Nov. 15, 195l 
issue of LIBRARY JOURNAL, entitled “Bear or Beaver," which extolls the values 
of not being too busy. For anyone desiring a little pep talk along these 
lines, I recommend Miss Fenner's witty approach. And thank goodness, all of 
us are not like the one who played the role above. But you know, by the time 
I finished listening to that brief drama, I was thinking, ‘Heavens, do they 
mean me?'" 


kik 


Editor: Only a few problems were sent in this time, but we found them in- 
teresting and we hope the answers will help. Until further notice, problems 
will be accepted any time by the JOURNAL. If they seem urgent, we will try 

to get them answered quickly, and those of general interest can be printed 

in the Fall issue unless privacy is preferred. We feel there is a place for 
an impersonal exchange of information on the problems we all face, and we will 
be happy to nab the most appropriate expert within reach. If they're all as 
kind and helpful as the three we buttonholed this time, we'll have no trouble. 
We thank our experts, and are especially grateful for the role play created 

to order! 


kkk 


JOURNAL Problem: We polled over 170 HLA members asking for your comments and 
suggestions on the JOURNAL and got about 8 replies. We are thankful for the 8 
replies and have considered them earnestly. We were glad when one reader named 
articles she had enjoyed, like the Louise Martin article, the Milne-Starr forum 
on removing fiction from libraries, and the works of Helen Bevens. Another 
reader asked for a Bevens article in every issue, and we have to reply that 
Mrs. Bevens is using her new daughter as an excuse to leave the library pro- 
fession, but she lives just around the corner from us, and one day we're going 
to climb those 80 steps and see if we can extract another magnum opus from her. 





One reader, who bravely signed her name, feels the JOURNAL is getting too 
long. Seeing it in her mailbox gives her the same sinking feeling she gets 
from mimeographed handouts at Christmastime. Others feel that we should be 
longer and extend our coverage, come out four times a year, and be printed. 

Of course we lack money for printing, and time to get out more frequent issues. 
We could use assistance from expert typists with a proofreader's eye, people 
in Honolulu with cars to haul supplies and handle business details, people to 
help round up stories, carry on correspondence, and process finished copies. 
But if you can't do any of those things, your comments will help - they are 
welcome any time. 
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wkK WHAT THE ODELL SURVEY SAYS ABOUT SCHOOL LIBRARIES wae 
- by Cecil K. Dotts - 


(When we couldn't get a copy of the Survey, we appealed to the DPI Direc- 
tor of Secondary Education, who had acted as Coordinator of the School Survey. 
Then we asked him to explain its cryptic references to school libraries, and 
he obliged us again. In private life, Dr. Dotts is a handy man who can do 
nearly anything around his house - gardening, landscaping, and even carpentry - 
"I'd trust him with any of my tools," says a friend. On Survey subjects, he 
can speak as one having authority, and we are grateful for the interpretation 
he gives us.) 





The Odell Survey was centered around the organization and administration 
of the public schools in the Territory of Hawaii. Therefore, there was only 
brief mention of many of the specific questions relating to the school system. 


One of the most significant emphases throughout the survey reports was 
the importance of all Department of Public Instruction personnel focusing 
their main efforts on the curriculum and the improvement of instruction. In 
this respect then, the importance of school libraries is implied throughout 
many parts of the survey reports even where no specific mention of libraries 
‘is made, The volume on "General Curriculum and Vocational Curriculum" gives 
some specific references relating to the importance of the library in Hawaii's 
school system. The following is stated (on page 11) under the heading "Con- 
cerning Instructional Materials and Aids." 





"1, Steps should be taken to increase the appropriation of funds to 
purchase more textbooks and reference materials. 

2. Steps should be taken to increase the quantity and quality of 
audio-visual aids. 

3. Steps should be taken to furnish more adequate instructional 
supplies. 

4. Steps should be taken to increase the library services of all 
schools, especially of the smaller schools." 


The statements quoted above refer to recommendations for improving the 
instructional program at the classroom level. Regarding the importance of 
libraries at the school level, this survey volume emphasizes (page 17) the 
importance of the school librarian as one who assists in the improvement of 
instruction. 


In the staffing of the individual school, several references are made to 
librarians. As an illustrative table of organization for an elementary school 
(page 29-b) the librarian is recommended as one of the basic staff members in 
all schools with 11 to 20 teachers. Schools with more than 21 teachers would 
also have an assistant librarian. In another section of this report (page 29-a) 
this statement is made: "Elementary schools with more than 30 teachers are 
considered to be too large. Elementary schools with fewer than 5 teachers are 
considered to be too small." To summarize, the Survey recommends that there 
be one librarian for any school with 5 to 20 teachers; that an additional li- 
brarian be added for schools of 20 to 30 teachers; and that we try to keep 
elementary schools down to not more than 30 teachers. A school with fewer than 
eleven teachers would have part-time librarians. 
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The suggested staffing of librarians on the secondary level is the same as 
for elementary except that for each additional 10 teachers over 30, there would 
be an assistant librarian. 


For the district office, no specific mention is made of library services 
except that librarians would be employed in the district office to be used in 
schools that are now too small to be entitled to a full-time librarian. Ref- 
erence is made, however, to the importance of "enriching the curriculum with 
indigenous materials unique to the district." (Page 41). The fact that the 
role of librarians is not emphasized on the district level should not be inter- 
preted as meaning that the Survey staff thinks that they are not needed. The 
report simply didn't get into that area of study. 


The suggested organization chart for the territorial office includes the 
library as a part of the overall program in the division of elementary and 
secondary education. The actual role played by the territorial office is not 
described. 


One important point should be kept in mind regarding the Odell survey: 
The reports are merely the starting point for improvement of the school 
system. We are now in the follow-up period. The Odell Survey Staff is 
available to us on a consulting basis. What actually happens to the original 
recommendations will be determined by the school department with the assistance 
of the consultants. 


There are many factors that will influence the speed with which our 
school library situation will be improved. With the increase of about 5000 
pupils per year in enrollment, a considerably increased budget will be needed 
each biennium for our schools, just to provide present services. The Survey 
staff say that their study of Hawaii convinces them that we can pay more for 
schools, How much more will be spent will be determined by at least these 
two factors: (1) the willingness of the people of Hawaii to divert more of 
their income to schools, (2) the ability of our leaders to devise an equitable 
way to obtain the money from the people..- 


kkk SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN THE SPACE AGE kK 
- An Editorial ~ 


The Care & Feeding of Crusades 





In this busy world it is sometimes hard to keep track of all the Crusades 
we take up, such ‘as the HLA campaign for better school libraries. We were re- 
minded of this with a jolt by the December PTA Newsletter, in which the live- 
wire PTA president, Mrs. Yoshina, summarized the steps being taken by her group 
to review and support the findings in the Odell Survey of Hawaii's schools. 
Her 0.S.F. (Odell Survey Follow-up) Committee is taking the recommendations 
to every local group for study and division into immediate and long-range 
objectives. They are working with the Stanford survey team and the DPI, pre- 
paring data for the next school budget and the next legislature. No crusader 
could ask for a better blueprint. All we need to do is adapt it and use it 
ourselves; for HLA, too, has a stake in that survey. 
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We thought we had won our battle last year when an HLA group headed by 
Eleanor Davis got school libraries included in the survey study, and got from 
the DPI “practically a firm promise" to appoint a School Library Coordinator 
“by the fall of 1957." But the coordinator is still missing, and the survey 
findings on school libraries are rather obscure to outsiders; hence the ex- 
planation above. They may bear fruit some day, but we need some present re- 
lief by interim measures which do not require money so much as enlightened 
planning. 


Four years ago the HLA JOURNAL for April, 1954, surveyed Oahu school 
libraries and found a patchwork rather like Alice through the Looking Glass, 
without even the comfort of a White Knight standing by. Previous surveys 
headed by Ida G. Wilson, Gladys Faulkner (1950) and Flora Scott (1951) pro- 
duced some enlightenment. The University of Hawaii, for instance, was 
persuaded to engage a qualified professor of library science to give training 
courses to school librarians. Elementary librarians now have the DPI Director 
of Elementary Education attending their monthly meetings, which helps. But 
there is still no expert consultant who is paid to listen to librarians’ 
problems and help solve them, consult with administrators, architects, budget 
makers and the like, and work for good service - to say nothing of coordinating 
teachers’ assignments with available resources in public, special and univer- 
sity libraries, which are besieged daily for all the materials and help that 
our school libraries cannot supply. 








As the school population increases, so does the pressure increase on 
libraries of all kinds. There are dark moments when our goal seems to vanish 
out of reach, like the elusive Korean who jumped in the river during a riot 
to escape pursuers, at which point "they hitted him missingly upon the head, 
and his corpse was floated away to God knows where"... We also hitted 
missingly at our goal without much result except a charleyhorse or two... 

But in the midst of these gloomy thoughts we were delighted to hear that the 
cause is not dead; that HLA members and Board are taking steps to pull it out 
of the river and revive it again. 


Public library concern was expressed in a letter from Mabel Jackson, Head 
of the Library of Hawaii, to Mrs. Teruo Yoshina, PTA president, as follows: 


"... We note with interest in your Newsletter for December that your 0.S.P. 
Committee is to follow up on the Odell Survey Report which was released last 
September. 


"One of the fields which the Survey investigated, and in which we are most 
interested, is that of school libraries. Although Dr. James McConnell was 
quoted in a newspaper article as stating to a group of school officials that 
the library is the center of the school today and Dr. Odell indicated his 
agreement in a meeting with a representative group of school and public li- 
brarians, so far we have seen little discussion of the subject in reports of 
the survey. 


"The Library of Hawaii and the Hawaii Library Association have been 
attempting for many years to interest the Department of Public Instruction 
in improving standards of school library service, with little success. With 
no School Library Supervisor - a post we have advocated for the past 15 years - 
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libraries seem to have been left almost entirely to the judgment of school 
principals. The results are good in some cases - in other cases the library 
is almost non-existent, 


"Our interest in working for better school libraries and for a school 
library coordinator is two-fold. First, the public library has an obligation 
to serve all the people, and with the modern curriculum and the growing youth 
population it is impossible for us to do this and at the same time provide the 
schools with anything approaching their demands. Already, far too large a 
proportion of our inadequate budget must go to supply books for children and 
young people to supplement their curriculum needs, and in addition we have a 
long waiting list of schools who would like bookmobile service but which we 
cannot supply because of inadequate staff and book stock. The result is that 
neither our public library children's rooms nor high school alcoves have suf- 
ficient books, nor are the schools adequately supplied. The objectives of the 
two agencies are the same - education and enrichment of life - yet their 
approach is necessarily different. The public library seeks to develop in 
the child an appreciation of books and reading that becomes an integral and 
continuous part of living, on an informal and voluntary basis. The school li- 
brary, on the other hand, is the hub of the school and exists primarily to meet 
the needs of the curriculum as it affects the child. By its very nature the 
public library cannot take the place of the school library, and when it is 
forced to attempt to do so, both agencies, and more importantly the child 
himself, suffer. 


"Secondly, inadequate school library service means that students come to 
us without knowing how to use even the simplest library tools so that much of 
our staff time must be devoted to teaching (which we believe is the job of 
the school) rather than guiding. For these reasons, and because we believe 
Hawaii's children deserve better libraries - both school and public - than they 
now have, we hope your Committee will keep the need for better school libraries 
and a School Library Coordinator in mind as you make your study of the Odell 
Report ... " 


Mrs. Yoshina wrote an encouraging reply that libraries would certainly be 
considered in the PTA study. Then, with Executive Board approval, HLA president 
Mildred Saunders appointed an Education Committee under Margaret Holden to ex- 


plore and follow up the school library situation. And finally Marion McDermott's 


Program Committee decided to devote part of the spring meetings to a panel dis- 
cussion of what schools and public libraries expect of each other. On this 
occasion, teachers and librarians will exchange views, with help from the 
audience, and try to achieve some understanding that can be carried back to 

our respective working groups. Fireworks may be expected, as always when 
people debate a live issue, but this discussion is long overdue. 


John Dewey's Mongoose 





By way of tacking Q.E.D. to Mrs, Jackson's letter, we have rounded up 
some brief encounters between public librarians and students in search of in- 
formation. Naturally we picked some of the weird ones that are funny to hear, 
and yet tragic in a way that John Dewey never intended when he invented pro- 
gressive education. His great idea was that children learn better when their 
interest is aroused than by compulsion and punishment. It follows that they 
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should not be confined to a dull though useful textbook, but have frec access 
to enrichment materials and original sources, and this is a fundamental tenet 
of U.S. education today. The trouble comes when the enrichment materials are 
lacking or limited, along with a scarcity of trained people to open the books 
for students and teachers alike. So perhaps we should not blame John Dewey for 
the mongoose question described below, yet public librarians say it is a 
typical school assignment. Readers can decide for themselves whether to blame 
Dewey or the lack of school library facilities to carry out his ideas. 


We first tackled the Technical Librarian in charge of the Science and 
Industry section of the main public library in Honolulu. This busy section 
deals with pure and applied sciences, sub-topics ranging from automation and 
astronautics down through health and housekeeping, mechanics and building, 
engineering and business, and the useful arts in general, all on the adult 
level, of course. When we pried the librarian away from her tricky technical 
questions and asked her to comment on recent school assignments, she meditated 
a moment and said this: 


"The Young People's Librarian came to me one day with a girl in tow, and 
said, 'This student has to have details on the teeth of a mongoose’. I burst 
out laughing, and said we didn't have books on animal teeth, but I would try 
to hunt some material in various sources. I did find a section on dentition 
of rodents in the Cambridge Natural History. Good thing it wasn't in volume 
eight, which has been missing since another student walked off with it, 





"It seems as if the teachers should inquire about available materials and 
prepare their students for searching before making assignments. I've been at 
the Reference Desk when a student asked for some obscure historical term, and 
I ask if it's American or English, and he doesn't know - which extends my field 
of search considerably without doing any visible good to the student as he 
stands there watching us work. So I say, ‘What did your teacher tell you about 
it?' and he says 'My teacher didn't tell me anything about it, she just said 
I had to write a theme on the subject’. That isn't the way to prepare them. 

If they don't know the meaning of a term, they should look it up in a dic- 
tionary before starting their search. If it's a special or technical term or 
topic not found in the unabridged dictionary, we can recommend a special subject 
dictionary in history, politics, finance, economics, literature; and so forth - 
if he knows which field his topic falls into. 


"If they want a brief introduction to a subject they should use the ency- 
clopedias, either the general ones that cover all fields, or special ones like 
the Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences. But they may say, ‘We're not allowed 
to use an encyclopedia'! Perhaps the teacher wants them to use a different type 
of material, not realizing that our smaller public libraries may have no other 
information on the topic. The same holds true of the main library if it's a 
very obscure topic. If the teacher doesn't check up on this point, you can 
imagine the confusion and frustration when whole classes are referred to 
material that isn't there, Then again encyclopedias may be allowed, but our 
copies won't go around when dozens of students are assigned the same topic. 

A recent assignment cost us over $60 when several classes had to look up 
marriage customs in the country of their family origin. Material was scanty 
and hard to find, so the students ripped it out of the encyclopedias. Re- 
placing the missing pages by photostat will be a long, expensive process - 
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if we can replace them at all. And then next year's classes may do it all over 
again. 


"Somehow there needs to be a bridge between the teacher making assignments 
and the public librarian trying to guess what she means and fill them from mate- 
rials not designed for use by masses of students, but for adults studying on 
their own.” 


- We asked the Head of the Reference Desk if the “teeth of a mongoose” is 
an unusual assignment. "Oh no, that sounds typical. The respiratory system of 
a lizard is another. And the brain of a pig. A girl in a convent school had to 
go to a slaughterhouse and get the brain of a pig and draw it, so she was pre- 
paring herself." "How long does it take you to find something like that?" "It 
all depends on what you can find in at the moment. Most students say they don't 
have time to use reference material, and our circulating books are soon ex- 
hausted. For instance, zoology or veterinary books might diagram domestic > 
animals, but our supply is limited," 


Going from the too-particular to the too-general, reference librarians 
report masses of vague requests for material designed for school debates, panels 
and projects, themes and term papers. Students are from all grade levels, from 
college students and Punahou seniors with their formidable themes, down to 
little elementary students who bob up before you, announcing "I have to do a 
research." One and all, they usually need much counseling at this point. Their 
ideas are vague, they have no idea of the literature available in their subject 
field, or how to tackle it. Their subject may be found in adult rooms only, 
from which those under 9th grade are not allowed to borrow. In this case 
parents have to borrow matérial and interpret it, or children's librarians 
have to run back and forth or send youngsters to adult rooms with a referral 
slip explaining what they hope the child wants. And sometimes they're bound 
to guess wrong ... 


"For instance," said the Philosophy, Religion and Education Librarian, 
"A little girl showed up in the Religion Room with a referral slip reading 
like this: ‘Please help this 7th grade student find material on Ideas on how 
the world can end. ' As I racked m my brains for books on Armageddon and the Last 
Judgment, I asked if she wanted a Catholic or Protestant view. 'I don't think 
it matters,' she said doubtfully, 'I'm just doing a booklet for my science 
class.' So I readdressed her slip to Reference Desk, adding the words, by 
scientific means like atom bombs, sun getting hot, &c. It was pure luck that 
the second department she hit stumbled on her real meaning - I hope. 





"On another occasion, two girls in Catholic school uniform asked for 

‘pamphlets or magazines on the means of conception.’ Such questions from 
youngsters no longer shock us; we know they are not juvenile delinquents, but 
probably debating the population problem, with a side issue on the ethics of 
birth control. 'Means approved by the Church?’ I asked. They nodded, and I 
began searching for pamphlets On MARRIAGE, CATHOLIC, and magazine articles on 
planned parenthood, until at some point it turned out that ‘what they wanted 
was the Immaculate Conception. By that time, all circulating books on the 
Blessed Mother were out, and they didn't have time to use reference books. 
Another case of faulty communication. 
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"I feel there should be some. less cryptic way of conveying school assign- 
ments-from the teacher to the public librarian, as representatives of two 
agencies that stand for public enlightenment. How about limiting library- 
type assignments to one or two a week, and then having each student make out 
a referral slip, checked by the teacher, to read like this: 

















"Please help this __ grade student find material on , 
in connection with the broad background topic of ° 
Teacher . School . Phone ° 
Remarks 7 





This would give us a correct idea of the assignment and build a bridge of com- 
munication, if needed, between teacher and librarian. In the REMARKS space, 
the teacher could say 'Very interested in butterflies’; ‘Has his own collection 
of old firearms - don't give him kid stuff'; ‘Can read adult material’; ‘Cannot 
read - do your best with pictures’; ‘Please issue Kinsey reports’; or "Just 
landed from Viet Nam; speaks only French and Esperanto’; &c, &c. 


"In return the librarian could explain why she sometimes cannot supply 
material, thus saving the child from a zero grade and enlightening the teacher. 
For instance, ‘Ideas on how the world can end. REMARKS: By the time we found 
this seant science and not religion, the library was closing, come again to- 
morrow.' ‘St. Bernadette. REMARKS: All circulating books out, Butler and 
Cath. Ency. in use; Catholic Almanac has had Notable Apparitions of the Blessed 


Virgin ripped out. 





To the college professor who assigned, according to the student, Sensation 
in a metaphysical: sense, not caused by material means, would go the REMARKS: - 
"Please specify which branch of metaphysics (theosophy, ESP, mysticism, &c) 
as sensations may differ.' 











"We are happy to supply material on questions we comprehend, like How to 
overcome an inferiority complex; The Puritans, especially in England; Is sleep 
teaching any good? Is there a Hell or is there not? (for a student debate) or 
even A simple thing to invent for my 9th grade science class - but some things 
we would like to toss back to the teacher for clarification." 


The Art Librarians agree with a long-suffering branch librarian, who wished 
teachers would decline to accept pictures in school notebooks that have ob- 
viously been cut from library books or magazines. How can you tell? Well, 
book pictures are pretty easy to spot, and why require school notebooks anyhow? 
If you make each child bring 16 portraits of presidents to school, only the 
conscientious ones will call up to know where they can buy secondhand magazines, 
Why not post one set of presidents-on the class bulletin board and try to teach 
what they did, rather than having each child collect heads like a big game 
safari. Also, some picture requests could be more realistic than Kings of 
France in the 10th century, or The man who invented the wheel. 


The Hawaiian Librarian says there are three kinds of school assignments: 
legitimate, illegitimate, and borderline. Borderliners are a legitimate ques- 
tion like Hawaiian games assigned to so many students that materials are ex- 
hausted. Illegitimates: - "Hawaiian statistics." "What kind?" "Any kind." 
This goes on until the: librarian may learn finally that the student wants some 
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kind of population statistics - if she's lucky ... Then one 4th grader had to 
give a talk on a Hawaiian god so obscure that the librarian could find only 

two sentences referring to him, and that in a book much above the child's head. 
Fortunately his mother was along to do the work. Some children in the lower 
elementary grades have assignments evidently based on a school textbook that 
concentrates much Hawaiiana material between its covers in a prescribed form. 
Teachers base their assignments on this hook, assuming answers will be found 
easily in this same form; but the librarian has to search through many scattered 
sources, and will never find material arranged like the textbook. Some ques- 
tions do not lend themselves to library searches by inexperienced children, 

and lead only to frustration after much useless work and pilikia. 


The Children's Librarians recalled a recent afternoon when, beside their 
normal requests for pleasure reading and schoolwork, their young patrons asked 
for these books: Professional lovers, The shrinking man; something on leprosy, 
Love life of married couples, and a book of prayers. Some of the more pic- 
turesque school assignments of late are: “How many hours in a day on each of 
the planets?" (for a 5th grader); "What kind of tree would grow from a dragon's- 
eye cracked seed?" (a girl threw one out the window and noticed a young plant 
there several months later); "Pictures of all the craters on Mars" (for a 7th 
grader, mother asking); and "A term paper on Russia." "Just Russia?" "Well, 
maybe Russia and the second world war." 








The biggest problem is that teachers never come in to check if materials 
are available before sending in students. Four Physical Education classes - 
all the 7th and 8th grade classes in one school - were sent in for definitions 
and objectives of physical education for girls. Of course the first few took 
any available material. Then a week or two later they all came back for the 
rules of hockey and volleyball. Why couldn't the teacher just tell them? 

She evidently wanted the girls to find out via "research", but instead the 
librarian had to find it the hard way, as long as the books lasted. 7th and 
8th graders are supposed to be advanced enough to do "research" on their own. 
Not so, say the long-suffering librarians. 7 


Moving to the Young Peoples’ Section, we heard that 9th graders are defi- 
nitely supposed to be able to find things for themselves, but actually they are 
not instructed in simple techniques like using Reader's Guide to magazines, 
using dictionaries, encyclopedias, or the index and table of contents of a 
book, to say nothing of using the card catalog,'with its subject cards and 
cross-references and shelf-location numbers. For the most part, that is. 
Instructing students in all these techniques limits the time available for 
guidance, which is greatly needed, and not least by the gifted children, some 
of whom go around muttering problems in calculus as they plan models of rockets 
and atomic engines for the Science Fair. But the librarian often has only a 
second or two to guess at the student's mental capacity before reaching for the 
nearest likely materials, surrounded as she is by a horde of clamoring teen- 
agers not trained to help themselves. 





Here again, mass assignments are not realistic. Some teachers will not be 
convinced that we do not stock dozens of Civil War novels over 300 pages long. 
The current headache is an assignment to novels in the period from 1865 to 1900. 
They must be from 300 to 500 pages long, must deal with character, must have 
narrow margins, and cannot be in two parts or volumes. Having toiled all 





2 


XUM 





43 


afternoon with lists of the novels available in the library on various periods, 
the librarian in desperation handed a copy of the list to her teenager client 
of the moment and said, "Take this to your teacher. Tell him it's ALL WE HAVE 
in the period he wants. Ask him to suggest substitutes." 


These examples could be multiplied infinitely, day after day. What do 
they show? That there must be a better way to get information to the rising 
generation. That public libraries are scarcely organized for school use, 
especially not for mass assignments given to people unable to use library 
guides and reference tools. That because of unrealistic assignments, librarians 
often do the work of tracking down material, while students only copy it, which 
they could do as well or better from a school textbook or lecture or TV lesson. 
After all,.a reference book is not a primary source, and often it is not the 
best source to use for schoolwork. Should public libraries serve schools only 
on a contract basis? Or should the schools at least require an annual workshop 
for teachers on library methods and the art of adapting assignments to fit 
available materials? Let's try to find the answers. If the DPI is supposed 
to focus on curriculum and improvement of the means of instruction, here is 
the place to begin. 


For better or worse, Year One of the Space Age is upon us. With satellites 
whirling overhead, U.S. education is being adversely compared to Russian, and 
all its defects are brutally plain in the rockets’ red glare. In this century, 
people will go to the moon and beyond. We have to educate our children quickly 
and well to give them a chance at survival. This is no time to fool with in- 
efficient access to learning materials, by what may be called the hunt and peck, 
spatterwork or treasure hunt wethod. John Dewey's mongoose need not become 
extinct; just let it be corralled in a good school library where children can 
examine its teeth without struggling through a scholarly article on the denti- 
tion of rodents in an adult encyclopedia that may or may not be on the shelf, 
if the librarian has time, skill and energy enough to find a mongoose lurking 
there. Q.E.D.? 


wee AUTOMATION: A PSYCHODRAMA hk 
- by Yvonne Smith and Haidee Binns - 


(Presented at the 1957 staff Christmas party of the Library of Hawaii. 
This version is slightly revised for reading instead of acting.) 


Narrator: Tonight our players are pleased to present a sociodrama on Automation. 
Will it solve our library problems? How do we know till we try it? So 
our players offer themselves as guinea pigs in a laboratory experiment 
with that tricky new twentieth-century technique, AUTOMATION! 


- Let's look in on Mrs. Hortense Schnicklebaum, Head of the Pottstown Free 
Public Library. We find her busy working on budget cuts. The town council 
says "Cut it by two-thirds," and she's trying to drop $50,000 from her 
$75,000 request. How can she keep her staff? Tired of hard work and low 
pay, they're getting hard to manage’... Very hard indeed, and that's not 
GEL ccc 


oe * jumps nervously as Mr. Dickens, Film Librarian, knocks loudly on the 
oor. 








Mrs. 


Mr. 


Mrs. 


Mr. 


Mrs. 


Mr. 


Mrs. 


Mr. 


(He 
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S: Oh, come in, Mr. Dickens. I've been meaning to speak to you about 
your film programs. Now, I'm very pleased to have a progressive young man 
on my staff, but must you show those immoral foreign films on our Family 
Night? 


D: Mrs. Schnicklebaum. Let's not be bourgeois. I thought ALL libraries 
had agreed to serve the elite corps of library users who appreciate the 
finer things of life. I believe in giving those people what they want. 


S: Well, if that's what they want, don't you think we should reeducate 
them? 


D: But, Mrs. Schnicklebaum, these are art films! Full of education, in- 
formation, recreation, and aesthetic appreciation: Why movies like Un- 
ashamed, The Double Bed, and The Mistress have won prizes! 


S: But you couldn't call them wholesome: 


D: But nobody comes when I show Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, and the Life 
Cycle of a Measuring Worm, while these others play to Standing Room Only! 








S: Quantity isn't everything. But perhaps we could find a happy medium? 


D: No, in that case, I quit! If I can't show a simple little film like 
Ecstasy, I might as well go to work for Henry J. Kaiser! 


stomps out. Mrs. S. is reaching for aspirin when Miss Lovel of the 
Children's Room comes in with a dreamy, faraway look on her face.) 


Miss L: Please, I want another leave of absence. 


. S: Whatever for? You've been around the world! 


Miss L: Only sideways. Now I want to zigzag. I've seen the Taj Mahal and 


Mrs. 


St. Peter's and Buckinghem Palace, but not Latin America, or the Pyramid 
of the Sun, and I'm dying to climb it. 


S: Don't forget, it's cheaper to do armchair traveling through books! 


Miss L: But the books tell me how to travel on a shoestring! 


Mrs. 


(Exi 
Mrs. 


Miss 


Mrs. 


S: All right! Take six months, and DON'T send postcards to unsettle us 
here! 


t Miss L. as Miss Primrose flutters in with a blue airline bag.) 
S: Don't say you're leaving too! 


P; Well, yes. My astrologer advises me to get out of my rut and try 
to find myself - in a different latitude and longitude. 


S: If we could expand your job in some way .. 
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Miss P: No, I've made up my mind to change my atmosphere. The siars are 
favorable, and I've bought a ticket for Alaska. I've got to find myself! 


(She goes as Violet Green enters.) 
Mrs. Green: Excuse me, but I'd like to hand in my resignation. 


Mrs. S: Why, Violet Green, you're the best telephone operator we ever had. 
I can't let you go! 


Mrs. G: I've enjoyed my twelve years with the staff, but I've had an offer 
I can't turn down - it pays $200 a month more! 


Mrs. S: I guess we can't beat that. What is this fabulous job? 


Mrs. G: You know those paychecks we get every month with all the little holes 
in them? Well, my job is to punch the third hole from the left. Sounds 
like a dream of peace after switchboard! 


(She goes. Mrs. S is making adjustments in her budget when Millie the Music 
Librarian storms in, shaking a chair leg (detached).) 


Millie: This is the last straw, Hortense! I'm quitting. I've had it. I'm 
going before they eat me up too! 


Mrs. S: What do you mean, Millie? Who's eating you up? 


Millie: Termites, of course! They ate my pianos, my bookcases, my desk, and 
now the chair I was sitting on! This is the end. (Drops chair leg and 
goes.) 


Mrs. S: Well, I give up! What will I do for staff? I think I'll quit 
myself!! 


(She collides in the doorway with a busy little man, who drops a heavy bag ot 
tools and an armful of blueprints.) 


Man; Wait, wait! I'm an Efficiency Expert from Blemington Bland. I've heard 
about your staff leaving, and I can replace them with machines, People 
are obsolete - there's nothing like machines! All guaranteed for six 
months! Here's an automatic no-no-mustn't-touch-sayer and automatic 
hand-smacker ... 


(Music from the William Tell Overture finale as voices fade.) 





Narrator: What will become of Hortense Schnicklebaum and the Pottstown Free 
Public Library? Can she carry on with two staff members? What are the 
strange labor-saving devices going to do to her library? Let's drop in 
and look them over ... 


Narrator: Hello, Mrs. Schnicklebaum! Tell us all about your robot machines. 
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Mrs. S: Oh, I just love them, For instance, this recording saves us hours 
of time, not to mention wear and tear on our vocal chords, Put on the 
Voice-Saver, please, Miss Wandron. 


Record: The library will be open until 9 o'clock this evening. Books may 
be kept for four weeks. Your application card must be signed on the 
back by your mother or father in ink and in script. When you bring the 
card back to the library, you may borrow books... No, not today, when 
you bring the card back... I'm sorry, but that book is out... The 
library did not buy Peyton Place... The ladies' restrooms are downstairs 
to your right... This is a recording... 





Narr: Very handy! What’s that human librarian doing, and why do you need 
her? 


Mrs. S: We still need her to register a patron, but isn't it simple now? 


(Miss Wandron takes a thumbprint and tosses the card in a basket. Patron 
takes supermarket truck and goes around library shelves, ) 


Mrs. S: Those trucks have really increased circulation. People are so used 
to filling them full at the supermarkets. 


(Patron takes book off shelf marked Reference. Alarm rings and loud voice 
says, “Put that back!"') 


Narr: Heavens, what was that? 


Mrs. S: Our little device to keep the patrons from stealing the reference 
books. 


Narr: Say, what about the reference department? How do I ask a question now? 


Mrs. S: Meet Matilda, our pride and joy. Multiple-Abstractor-Tabulator- 
Indexer-Locator-Digester- and Answerer. Here, ask it something. 


Narr: Let's see, uh.. How many rings on the neck of a Ubangi? 

Squawk box in machine: Will you please confine your questions to the Conti- 
nental U.S., for which I am keyed. For foreign models, see Blemington 
Bland's catalog, "Matilda Goes Abroad." 

Narr: Oh, sorry! Guess I have to skip Africa - and how about Hawaii? 

Mrs. S: No, we had to close down the Hawaiian Room until we can buy a machine... 
But let's look at our new photocharger. We've simplified the process of 
issuing books by taking a picture of the patron and the book - he can't 
deny that he took it, 

(Patron poses with book under his chin.) Machine: Say CHEESE! 


(Patron bares his teeth. Machine whirs, then all hell breaks loose; it whistles 
a warning, grinds horribly, and collapses in a shower of nuts and bolts.) 
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Mrs. S: Oh dear, oh dear! He broke the camera! 
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(Patrons run for their lives.) 


(Music: William Tell. All the missing librarians rush in to the rescue.) 





Mrs. S: Why, how wonderful to have you all back! 
America? 


Miss L: Fabulous! but I've got pyramid paralysis 


Miss Lovel! How was South 


- and my shoestring broke! 


Mrs. S: Miss Primrose! I thought you went to Alaska to find yourself? 


Miss P: I must have misread the stars. All I found myself was an Eskimo. 


Mrs. S: And Mr. Dickens! What happened to your job with Mr. Kaiser? 


Mr. D: Oh, I didn't mind showing "Around the World in 80 Days" for 80 days in 
a row, and I really didn't mind wearing that pink shirt all the time, 
but I nearly starved to death in that crazy aluminum dome! 


Mrs. S: How was that? 


Mr. D: I couldn't find a corner to eat my lunch in! 


(They all gather round Mrs. Schnicklebaum singing "Home, Sweet Home." Fades...) 


Narrator: Well, well, the experiment fizzled out. 


Better luck next time. 


At least it gives me a headline: "PEOPLE AREN'T OBSOLETE YET!" 
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